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Abstract. The article explores the concept of students’ love and motivation for learning the English
language, highlighting its significance in the development of communicative competence, cognitive
abilities, and cultural awareness. English, as a global language, serves not only as a medium of
international communication but also as a tool for academic achievement, personal growth, and
future professional success. Understanding the factors that influence students’ positive attitudes
toward English is therefore essential for designing effective teaching strategies and fostering lifelong
learning habits.

This study examines both intrinsic and extrinsic motivational factors that contribute to students’
engagement and enthusiasm for English. Intrinsic factors include personal interest, curiosity about
foreign cultures, and the desire for self-improvement, while extrinsic factors involve academic
requirements, parental encouragement, and exposure to English-language media. The research
emphasizes that a genuine love for the language enhances students’ active participation in classroom
activities, facilitates vocabulary acquisition, improves pronunciation and grammatical accuracy, and
promotes effective communication skills. Furthermore, students with a positive attitude toward
English are more likely to seek opportunities for independent practice, such as reading books,
watching films, or interacting with native speakers, which strengthens their overall linguistic
competence.

The article also investigates the role of teachers in nurturing students’ love for English. Teacher
attitudes, instructional methods, and classroom environment significantly affect students’ motivation.
Approaches that incorporate interactive teaching, gamification, communicative tasks, and culturally
relevant content have been found to stimulate interest and encourage consistent engagement.
Moreover, fostering a supportive and enjoyable learning environment helps reduce language anxiety,
builds confidence, and strengthens students’ sense of achievement, which further reinforces their
positive attitude toward English.

Cultivating students’ love for the English language iS a multifaceted process that combines
motivational psychology, pedagogical strategies, and cultural exposure. Encouraging genuine
interest in English not only improves academic outcomes but also equips students with the skills and
confidence necessary for effective participation in global communication. This research contributes
to the understanding of motivational dynamics in language learning and provides practical
recommendations for educators seeking to enhance students’ enthusiasm, engagement, and long-term
commitment to learning English.
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INTRODUCTION.

The role of the English language in modern education and society cannot be overstated. As a global
lingua franca, English serves as a medium for communication, international collaboration, access to
scientific knowledge, and professional advancement. Consequently, fostering a genuine interest and
love for English among students has become a central goal in educational systems worldwide. In the
context of school education, students’ positive attitudes toward English are not only essential for
language acquisition but also play a crucial role in their motivation, engagement, and long-term
academic success. Developing a love for the language encourages learners to engage with authentic
materials, participate actively in classroom activities, and pursue further opportunities for personal
and professional growth.

Students’ attitudes toward English are influenced by a combination of cognitive, emotional, social,
and cultural factors. Cognitive factors include language learning strategies, comprehension abilities,
and the perceived usefulness of English in academic and real-life contexts. Emotional factors
encompass students’ feelings of confidence, enjoyment, and satisfaction during language learning.
Social and cultural influences, such as peer interaction, teacher support, exposure to English-speaking
communities, and the perception of English as a prestigious or valuable skill, further shape students’
motivation. When these factors converge positively, they create a supportive environment in which
students develop intrinsic motivation and a genuine affinity for the language.

Research in applied linguistics and educational psychology indicates that students’ love for English
is closely linked to their language proficiency, academic achievement, and willingness to
communicate. Students who express enthusiasm for English are more likely to take initiative in their
learning, use the language beyond the classroom, and persist in overcoming challenges. Conversely,
lack of interest or negative attitudes toward the language can hinder learning, reduce classroom
participation, and limit the development of communicative competence. Therefore, understanding the
factors that contribute to students’ love for English is essential for designing effective curricula,
instructional strategies, and classroom interventions.

In the context of the Uzbek educational system, the promotion of English has gained considerable
attention in recent years. With increasing globalization, integration into international academic and
professional networks, and the expansion of digital resources, English proficiency has become a key
determinant of students’ academic and career prospects. Schools and teachers are now tasked not only
with teaching linguistic knowledge but also with nurturing positive attitudes, motivation, and cultural
awareness. Encouraging students to develop a love for English requires innovative pedagogical
approaches, such as communicative teaching methods, project-based learning, exposure to authentic
texts, and interactive multimedia resources, all of which aim to make learning meaningful, engaging,
and enjoyable.

The purpose of this study is to examine the factors that influence students’ love for the English
language, analyze its impact on learning outcomes, and explore strategies for fostering positive
attitudes among learners. By identifying both intrinsic and extrinsic motivational elements, the study
seeks to provide practical recommendations for teachers, curriculum developers, and educational
policymakers. Ultimately, cultivating students’ love for English not only enhances their linguistic
competence but also equips them with the skills, confidence, and motivation necessary to thrive in a
globalized world.

METHODOLOGY.

The primary aim of this study was to explore the factors influencing students’ love for the English
language, their attitudes toward learning it, and the role of personal, social, and pedagogical factors
in shaping their motivation. To achieve this, a mixed-methods research design combining both
guantitative and qualitative approaches was employed, allowing for a comprehensive analysis of
students’ perceptions, behaviors, and experiences related to English language learning.

The study was conducted at Secondary School No. 30 in G‘uzor District, Qashgadaryo Region, which
falls under the Ministry of Preschool and School Education. The participants included 150 students
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from grades 7 to 11, representing a variety of English proficiency levels from beginner to advanced.
Stratified random sampling was applied to ensure proportional representation of students from each
grade. In addition, English teachers were included to provide professional insights into students’
motivation and classroom engagement.

Data collection was carried out using three main instruments. First, a structured questionnaire was
administered to measure students’ interest in English, self-perceived competence, frequency of
language use outside the classroom, and general motivation. The questionnaire employed Likert-scale
items ranging from 1 (strongly disagree) to 5 (strongly agree) and also included demographic
questions to identify potential correlations between factors such as age, gender, and motivation levels.
Second, semi-structured interviews were conducted with selected students and teachers to gather in-
depth qualitative data. These interviews explored classroom experiences, teaching methods, exposure
to English through media or social interaction, personal goals related to English learning, and the
emotional and cognitive aspects of language acquisition. Third, classroom observations were carried
out to examine teaching strategies, student participation, and engagement in real learning contexts.
Field notes and observation checklists were used to systematically record classroom dynamics,
student-teacher interactions, and the degree of enthusiasm displayed by students during different
types of activities.

The data collection process spanned two months. Questionnaires were distributed and collected
during class hours to ensure maximum response rates. Interviews were conducted individually, each
lasting approximately 20—30 minutes, and were audio-recorded with the consent of participants for
later transcription and analysis. Classroom observations were carried out unobtrusively, with multiple
sessions per grade to capture consistent patterns of behavior and engagement.

Data analysis was conducted in two stages. Quantitative data from the questionnaires were analyzed
using descriptive statistics, including means, percentages, and frequency distributions, to identify
trends and patterns in students’ attitudes toward English. Correlation analyses were also performed
to examine relationships between demographic variables and motivation levels. Qualitative data from
interviews and observations were analyzed using thematic analysis, allowing for the identification of
recurring themes, insights into students’ emotional engagement, and the influence of teaching
methods on students’ attitudes. Triangulation of quantitative and qualitative data ensured the
reliability and validity of the study’s findings, providing a holistic understanding of the factors
shaping students’ love for the English language.

The methodology employed in this study allowed for a detailed examination of both the measurable
and experiential aspects of students’ motivation, offering practical insights for educators, curriculum
designers, and policymakers aiming to enhance English language learning outcomes and foster
positive attitudes toward the language among school students.

RESULT AND DISCUSSION.

The study of students’ attitudes toward the English language revealed a significant and multifaceted
relationship between learners’ motivation, exposure to English, and their overall interest in the
subject. Based on the survey and classroom observation data collected from students of Secondary
School No. 30 in G‘uzor District, Qashqadaryo Region, it was found that a large proportion of
students demonstrate a genuine enthusiasm for learning English, which is influenced by several
personal, social, and educational factors.

Firstly, the results indicate that intrinsic motivation plays a crucial role in fostering students’ love for
the English language. Many students reported enjoying English classes not only for academic
purposes but also because of their personal interest in the language and culture. They expressed
curiosity about English-speaking countries, music, literature, and media, which enhances their
engagement and willingness to participate in classroom activities. This finding aligns with previous
research emphasizing that intrinsic motivation positively affects language acquisition, retention, and
overall learning outcomes (Ddrnyei, 2005; Gardner & Lambert, 1972). Students who are intrinsically
motivated tend to develop deeper linguistic competence and exhibit higher levels of self-directed
learning.
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Secondly, extrinsic factors such as teacher support, classroom environment, and access to English-
language resources were found to significantly influence students’ attitudes. Observation of
classroom interactions demonstrated that students were more attentive, participative, and confident
when lessons included interactive activities, multimedia resources, and group work. The teacher’s
encouragement, constructive feedback, and ability to create a positive and stimulating learning
atmosphere were reported as highly motivating. This underscores the importance of pedagogical
strategies that combine both structured learning and creative, student-centered approaches to maintain
interest and foster a positive attitude toward the language.

Moreover, the study identified that peer influence and social perception of English as an international
language contribute to students’ enthusiasm. Many learners indicated that learning English is
perceived as a gateway to better educational and career opportunities, as well as a means to
communicate globally. Social recognition of English proficiency motivates students to invest time
and effort into language learning, which reinforces their emotional connection to the subject.
Interestingly, students who reported exposure to English outside the classroom—through media,
online resources, or interaction with English speakers—demonstrated higher levels of engagement
and more positive attitudes toward language learning.

However, the study also revealed some challenges that may hinder the development of a sustained
love for English. These include difficulties with grammar and vocabulary, fear of making mistakes,
and limited opportunities for practical communication in authentic contexts. Such obstacles can
reduce motivation if not adequately addressed through supportive teaching strategies and the
incorporation of communicative language activities. Providing students with regular opportunities for
speaking, listening, and real-world language use is therefore critical for maintaining interest and
reinforcing their intrinsic motivation.

In discussing these findings, it is evident that students’ love for the English language is the result of
a dynamic interplay between individual motivation, teaching practices, and socio-cultural factors.
The results suggest that fostering a positive attitude toward English requires both cognitive and
affective engagement: students must see the language as relevant to their personal goals and enjoy
the process of learning it. Teachers play a central role in shaping these attitudes by designing lessons
that are engaging, culturally rich, and interactive, while also addressing students’ linguistic
difficulties with empathy and encouragement.

The results highlight the importance of a holistic approach to English language education, one that
combines motivational strategies, effective pedagogy, and opportunities for authentic language use.
Developing students’ love for English is not only about improving linguistic skills but also about
nurturing a lifelong interest, cultural awareness, and the confidence to communicate in a globalized
world. These findings have practical implications for curriculum development, teacher training, and
the integration of technology and authentic materials in language teaching, all of which can enhance
students’ engagement and positive attitudes toward learning English.

CONCLUSION.

The analysis of students’ love for the English language highlights the multifaceted nature of language
learning, emphasizing both cognitive and affective dimensions. It is evident that positive attitudes
toward English significantly influence students’ motivation, engagement, and overall academic
success. Students who demonstrate a genuine interest and emotional connection to the English
language are more likely to actively participate in classroom activities, practice language skills
outside of the classroom, and seek opportunities for self-directed learning. This enthusiasm not only
enhances linguistic proficiency but also fosters intercultural awareness, communication skills, and
confidence in using the language in real-life situations.

Research findings indicate that students’ love for English is shaped by a combination of personal,
social, and educational factors. Personal factors such as curiosity, intrinsic motivation, and a sense of
achievement play a critical role in cultivating a sustained interest in the language. Social influences,
including peer interaction, teacher encouragement, and parental support, reinforce positive attitudes
and create an environment conducive to language learning. Educational strategies, such as the use of
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interactive teaching methods, multimedia resources, culturally relevant materials, and opportunities
for meaningful communication, further strengthen students’ engagement and affection for English.
Together, these factors form a dynamic system in which affective and cognitive elements interact to
promote both language competence and lifelong interest in the subject.

The study also underscores the importance of teacher influence in nurturing a love for the English
language. Teachers who demonstrate passion, creativity, and empathy can inspire students to embrace
language learning as a valuable and enjoyable pursuit. By fostering a positive classroom atmosphere,
setting achievable goals, and recognizing students’ progress, educators can enhance learners’ self-
efficacy and intrinsic motivation. Moreover, incorporating culturally authentic materials, encouraging
collaborative learning, and integrating technology into lessons can increase students’ engagement and
provide meaningful contexts for language use, thereby deepening their appreciation for English.

In conclusion, students’ love for the English language is not merely an emotional preference but a
critical determinant of effective language learning. It serves as a foundation for motivation, academic
achievement, and the development of essential linguistic and intercultural competencies. Educational
stakeholders, including teachers, curriculum designers, and policymakers, should prioritize strategies
that cultivate positive attitudes, nurture intrinsic motivation, and provide supportive learning
environments. By recognizing the complex interplay of personal, social, and pedagogical factors, it
Is possible to foster a generation of learners who not only achieve proficiency in English but also
maintain a lifelong appreciation and enthusiasm for the language. Future research may explore
longitudinal effects of motivational interventions, cross-cultural comparisons of attitudes toward
English, and the impact of digital learning environments on students’ affective engagement, offering
further insights into enhancing the teaching and learning of English worldwide.
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