
 

369   AMERICAN Journal of Language, Literacy and Learning in STEM Education        www. grnjournal.us  

 

AMERICAN Journal of Language, Literacy and  
Learning in STEM Education 

Volume 3, Issue 12, 2025 ISSN (E): 2993-2769 

 
  

Formation of New Words in the Uzbek Language and Their 

Representation in Dictionaries 

 
  

Sharipboy Bobojonov 

Acting Head of the Department of Language and Literature, Shahrisabz State Pedagogical 

Institute, Candidate of Philological Sciences, Professor 

 

 

Abstract. This study investigates the formation of new words in the Uzbek language and their 

representation in dictionaries. It examines the morphological, semantic, and sociocultural 

mechanisms that contribute to neologism creation. The research highlights how technological 

innovations, social media, globalization, and youth culture accelerate the emergence and adoption 

of new lexical units. The study also emphasizes the role of dictionaries in standardizing and 

documenting neologisms, ensuring accurate usage in both spoken and written communication. 

Findings indicate that new word formation in Uzbek is dynamic, influenced by morphological 

productivity, compounding, borrowing, semantic shifts, and sociocultural trends. The results provide 

insights for linguists, educators, and lexicographers in understanding and supporting the evolving 

vocabulary of the Uzbek language. 
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Introduction 

Language is one of the most important tools of human culture, constantly evolving and adapting to 

the needs of society. The formation of new words plays a crucial role in this development, as they 

reflect scientific, technological, social, and cultural changes within the community. New words not 

only enrich communication but also expand the functional possibilities of a language, necessitating 

updates and revisions in dictionaries. The formation of new words occurs through various linguistic 

and morphological processes. Among these processes, word derivation (using affixation and 

suffixes), compounding, abbreviations, and the adaptation of loanwords from other languages are of 

particular importance. At the same time, the representation of new words in dictionaries remains a 

significant issue in linguistics, as dictionaries serve as authoritative sources for the classification, 

meaning, and usage of words. Today, technological progress, social media, and globalization have 

accelerated the rate of new word formation. Therefore, analyzing vocabulary, examining how new 

words are reflected in dictionaries, and studying their conformity to language norms are among the 

most relevant directions in modern linguistic research. This topic not only helps to uncover the 

internal mechanisms of language but also provides insight into its contemporary developmental 

trends. 

Relevance 

Language is a constantly evolving phenomenon, and the formation of new words reflects the 

innovations and changes occurring in modern society. Technological progress, social media, 

globalization, and scientific discoveries rapidly enrich the vocabulary of a language. Therefore, 

identifying new words and examining how they are represented in dictionaries is a highly relevant 
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issue in linguistics. This research contributes to a better understanding of language norms, 

communicative efficiency, and the development of scientific and technical terminology. 

Aim 

The main aim of this study is to investigate the mechanisms of new word formation in the Uzbek 

language and the ways these words are represented in dictionaries. Additionally, from a linguistic 

perspective, the study seeks to analyze the morphological, semantic, and lexical features of new words 

and determine their compatibility with contemporary Uzbek. The results of this research are expected 

to have practical significance for dictionary compilation, language teaching, and the development of 

scientific terminology. 

Main part 

Language is one of the most important tools of human culture, and its development is closely linked 

to innovations and changes in society. The vocabulary of a language constantly evolves, and the 

emergence of new words reflects its growth and adaptation. New words not only enrich 

communication but also convey scientific, technological, and cultural developments. For instance, 

the term “veganism” did not exist in the past but now represents a dietary and ethical lifestyle. 

Similarly, the word “podcast” has become a widely used term in media and daily communication, 

reflecting a modern form of information sharing. The study of new words is a relevant topic in 

linguistics and lexicography. Technological advancement, social media, and globalization accelerate 

the expansion of lexical resources. Therefore, examining new words and analyzing how they are 

represented in dictionaries is scientifically significant. This research aims to investigate the 

mechanisms of new word formation in the Uzbek language, their representation in dictionaries, and 

their use in contemporary contexts. The results will contribute to dictionary compilation, language 

teaching, and the development of scientific terminology. 

New words are lexical units recently added to a language and were previously non-existent. They 

reflect emerging concepts, phenomena, or technologies in society. For example, the term “biohacker” 

represents a new concept related to biotechnology and personal health monitoring, which was 

previously absent in the Uzbek language. The distinction between neologisms and new words is 

important in linguistics. A neologism is often temporary or limited in use, while a new word becomes 

part of the established vocabulary. For instance, “cryptocurrency” was initially used only in a narrow 

technological context but is now recognized in official language sources. New words can be classified 

morphologically, semantically, and contextually. For example, “bioethics” is formed with the prefix 

“bio-” and denotes a scientific and ethical concept. Compound words like “digital transformation” 

and “mobile communication” illustrate how two or more words combine to convey new meanings. 

Abbreviations and acronyms also create new lexical units. For example, “VPN” (Virtual Private 

Network) and “AI” (Artificial Intelligence) are borrowed from English and widely used in Uzbek. 

Loanwords such as “marketing” and “blogger” enrich the lexical inventory and demonstrate language 

adaptation. 

New words are formed through several mechanisms, including affixation, compounding, 

abbreviations, and loanwords. Affixation is one of the most common methods, where suffixes and 

prefixes generate new lexical units. For example, “kitob” (book) becomes “kitobxona” (library), and 

“muhim” (important) becomes “muhimlik” (importance). Compounding creates new meanings by 

combining existing words. Examples include “digital economy” and “mobile application,” which 

form compound expressions conveying novel concepts. Abbreviations and acronyms are frequently 

used in technological and scientific fields, such as “IoT” (Internet of Things) and “LED” (Light 

Emitting Diode). Loanwords enrich the language by introducing foreign terms. For instance, 

“smartphone,” “selfie,” and “startup” are borrowed from English and widely integrated into modern 

Uzbek. These new words adapt to the morphological and semantic system of the language. 

Additionally, metaphorical and social-contextual formations occur. For example, “cloud technology” 

uses a metaphor to describe a technological process, and “influencer” denotes individuals with social 

media impact. The formation of new words enhances the internal mechanisms of language, and their 
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inclusion in dictionaries ensures the preservation of formal norms. Therefore, systematic study of 

new lexical units is essential for linguists and lexicographers. 

New words in a language exhibit both morphological and semantic characteristics that integrate them 

into the linguistic system. Morphologically, new words often follow existing patterns of word 

formation. For example, in Uzbek, the noun “o‘qish” (study) can transform into “o‘quvchi” (student) 

or “o‘qituvchi” (teacher) through suffixation. Similarly, technological terms like “server” initially 

referred solely to computing devices but have expanded to refer to internet services and digital 

infrastructures. Semantically, new words often expand or modify the meaning of existing concepts. 

For instance, the term “vegan” originally described a dietary choice but now also encompasses 

ethical, environmental, and lifestyle considerations. This shows how semantic shifts occur to 

accommodate societal changes. New words may also carry metaphorical meaning. For example, 

“cloud computing” uses a spatial metaphor to describe a virtual data storage system, bridging 

technical concepts with everyday language. Additionally, social and cultural factors influence 

semantic development. The term “influencer” in social media contexts conveys a broader cultural 

role beyond just a content creator. Morphological adaptability is also observed when borrowed words 

receive native affixes. For example, “selfie” can become “selfi qilmoq” (to take a selfie) in Uzbek, 

illustrating both morphological and semantic integration. The study of these features is essential for 

understanding language dynamics. By analyzing how new words function morphologically and 

semantically, linguists can determine how effectively these terms enter formal usage and dictionaries. 

Such analysis also provides insights into the interaction between language evolution and social or 

technological innovation. 

Dictionaries serve as authoritative references for formal language norms and play a crucial role in 

documenting new words. When new lexical items appear, lexicographers assess their meaning, 

frequency, and morphological features before inclusion. For instance, the terms “blockchain” and 

“startup” have been incorporated into modern Uzbek dictionaries due to their widespread 

technological usage. Lexical entries typically include precise definitions and contextual examples. 

For example, “vegan” is defined as “a person who does not consume animal products,” providing 

clarity for educational and communicative purposes. Similarly, technical terms like 

“nanotechnology” are categorized in dictionaries under specialized scientific fields, highlighting their 

specific use. Borrowed words often require adaptation in dictionaries. For example, “influencer” and 

“blogger” have been included with native-language explanations, reflecting their accepted use in 

modern society. Dictionaries not only record these words but also serve as indicators of their social 

acceptance and standardization. Moreover, lexicographic representation aids language learners, 

translators, and researchers in understanding the precise meaning and application of new words. 

Words like “podcast” or “streaming” illustrate this, as their definitions in dictionaries ensure correct 

usage in both spoken and written communication. By documenting new words systematically, 

dictionaries maintain linguistic stability while accommodating innovation. 

Technological advancement is a primary driver of new word formation. Terms such as “smartphone,” 

“drones,” and “blockchain” emerged directly from technological innovations. Initially, these terms 

were used only in technical fields, but they have now entered daily language and common usage, 

demonstrating how technology influences lexical expansion. Social media platforms accelerate the 

creation and dissemination of new words. For instance, “meme,” “hashtag,” and “vlog” entered 

Uzbek from English and rapidly became part of everyday communication. These words illustrate the 

speed at which social contexts can influence vocabulary. Globalization also plays a significant role. 

International economic and cultural interactions introduce terms such as “outsourcing,” “marketing,” 

and “startup,” which are now integral to the Uzbek lexicon. The influence of global English is evident 

in business, technology, and education sectors. Youth culture significantly contributes to the lexical 

evolution of Uzbek. Words like “streamer,” “gamer,” and “influencer” reflect the practices and 

interests of younger generations, illustrating how social trends affect language development. These 

factors collectively demonstrate that modern societal changes, technology, and global connectivity 

are key drivers in shaping new vocabulary. Additionally, media and entertainment industries foster 

creative word formation. For example, terms like “reboot” (in reference to media franchises) or 

“binge-watch” reflect cultural practices and introduce nuanced semantic meanings. Thus, 
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understanding these factors is essential for comprehending the dynamics of new word formation and 

predicting future linguistic trends. 

Studying new words requires systematic linguistic and lexicographic approaches to accurately 

capture their formation, meaning, and usage. One primary method is lexicological analysis, which 

examines the morphological structure, semantic content, and functional role of new words. For 

instance, analyzing “cryptocurrency” involves studying its morphological components (“crypto” + 

“currency”) and its semantic field in finance and technology. 

Corpus linguistics has become an essential tool for analyzing contemporary language. By using large 

collections of texts, linguists can track the frequency, context, and spread of new words. For example, 

examining Uzbek digital media corpora can reveal patterns in the use of words like “vlog” or 

“startup,” showing how quickly they have been adopted. 

Another method involves sociolinguistic surveys to study public awareness and understanding of new 

lexical items. For instance, the word “influencer” may have different interpretations among various 

age groups, indicating how social context affects word perception. Similarly, “selfie” or “streamer” 

can be analyzed to observe generational differences in acceptance and use. Comparative analysis of 

dictionaries and online resources also provides insights into standardization. Terms such as 

“blockchain” or “podcast” can be cross-referenced between print dictionaries, online lexicons, and 

academic publications to understand their formal recognition and semantic shifts. Finally, monitoring 

digital communication platforms like social media and blogs allows linguists to identify neologisms 

in real time. Words like “hashtag” or “meme” first emerged online before entering formal 

dictionaries, demonstrating the dynamic interaction between digital innovation and lexical evolution. 

These methods collectively ensure a comprehensive understanding of how new words develop, 

spread, and stabilize within a language. 

The study of new words in Uzbek demonstrates the dynamic nature of language and the interplay 

between societal changes, technology, and communication practices. New words reflect not only 

linguistic innovation but also cultural, scientific, and technological developments. Words such as 

“startup,” “vegan,” and “cloud computing” illustrate how foreign concepts and modern phenomena 

are integrated into the language. Dictionaries play a crucial role in formalizing and standardizing new 

words. Lexicographers must carefully consider morphological patterns, semantic shifts, and social 

acceptance before including a term. For example, “influencer” and “vlog” are now officially recorded 

in modern Uzbek dictionaries, providing clarity and guidance for both written and spoken 

communication. To ensure effective lexical development, it is recommended to systematically 

monitor media, social networks, and academic publications for emerging terms. Additionally, 

integrating new words into educational materials helps students and language learners understand 

contemporary vocabulary. 

Discussion 

The analysis of new word formation in Uzbek demonstrates that linguistic innovation is closely linked 

to social, technological, and cultural developments. Morphological mechanisms such as affixation 

and compounding enable the language to generate words that fit seamlessly into existing grammatical 

structures. For example, the transformation of “kitob” (book) into “kitobxona” (library) illustrates the 

productive use of suffixation, while compound words like “raqamli transformatsiya” (digital 

transformation) show the combination of lexical units to express complex concepts. Semantic shifts 

in new words reflect evolving societal perceptions. Terms such as “vegan” or “biohacker” extend 

beyond their literal definitions to encompass broader ethical, cultural, and technological connotations. 

Similarly, metaphorical expressions like “cloud computing” indicate how technical concepts can be 

represented in a manner comprehensible to general audiences. The study shows that new words not 

only expand the lexicon but also adapt to cultural and communicative needs. Social media and 

globalization have accelerated the diffusion of new vocabulary. Borrowed terms, abbreviations, and 

acronyms such as “startup,” “selfie,” and “AI” illustrate the influence of English and digital 

communication on Uzbek. These factors contribute to the rapid adoption of new lexical items and 

highlight the interaction between global trends and local linguistic practices. The representation of 
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new words in dictionaries is crucial for their standardization. Lexicographic inclusion ensures that 

words like “influencer,” “podcast,” and “blockchain” are formally recognized, providing guidance 

for consistent use in education, media, and professional contexts. However, the study also reveals that 

dictionary documentation often lags behind real-time language evolution, emphasizing the need for 

continuous monitoring and dynamic updating. 

Results 

The study of new word formation in the Uzbek language reveals several key patterns in both 

morphological and semantic dimensions. Firstly, affixation emerges as the most productive 

mechanism for generating new words. For example, nouns like “kitob” (book) were transformed into 

“kitobxona” (library) and “kitobxon” (reader), illustrating the productive use of suffixes to create 

functional and semantically meaningful words. Similarly, adjectives and verbs such as “muhim” 

(important) to “muhimlik” (importance) demonstrate the morphological flexibility of the language. 

Secondly, compounding is an essential process for expressing complex ideas. Terms like “raqamli 

transformatsiya” (digital transformation) and “uyali aloqa” (mobile communication) show how 

existing lexical units combine to generate semantically rich expressions. This process allows the 

Uzbek language to adapt quickly to emerging concepts, especially in technology, education, and 

social domains. Thirdly, loanwords and abbreviations play a significant role in enriching the lexicon. 

Words such as “smartfon” (smartphone), “startup,” and “AI” (Artificial Intelligence) reflect the 

influence of global languages and digital communication. Abbreviations like “VPN” (Virtual Private 

Network) and “IoT” (Internet of Things) illustrate how foreign technical terms are integrated and 

adapted morphologically and semantically to fit Uzbek linguistic patterns. Fourthly, the study 

highlights the semantic flexibility of new words. Many neologisms exhibit shifts in meaning 

depending on context. For instance, “vegan” initially referred only to a dietary choice but now 

encompasses broader ethical and environmental considerations. Similarly, “influencer” represents not 

only a social media content creator but also a cultural trendsetter. Finally, the analysis of dictionaries 

shows that lexicographic documentation lags slightly behind actual usage, but inclusion in formal 

lexicons confirms the standardization of frequently used neologisms. Terms like “podcast,” 

“blockchain,” and “vlog” have been officially recorded, indicating their social and communicative 

acceptance. In summary, the results indicate that new word formation in Uzbek is influenced by 

morphological productivity, compounding processes, borrowing from foreign languages, semantic 

adaptation, and the evolving sociocultural environment. These mechanisms collectively ensure that 

the language remains dynamic, expressive, and capable of accommodating new concepts efficiently. 

Conclusion 

This study confirms that the Uzbek language actively adapts to societal, technological, and cultural 

changes through the formation of new words. Morphological processes, semantic shifts, and social 

factors contribute to the creation and stabilization of neologisms. Examples such as “smartfon,” 

“vegan,” and “blockchain” demonstrate how foreign and innovative concepts are incorporated into 

everyday communication and formal lexicons. The research highlights the importance of dictionaries 

as tools for standardization and education. By documenting new words with precise definitions and 

usage contexts, dictionaries facilitate linguistic consistency and support language learning. 

Additionally, monitoring social media, digital communication, and scientific publications is essential 

for capturing emerging vocabulary. Future recommendations include systematic corpus studies to 

track new words, integration of neologisms into educational materials, and cross-linguistic analysis 

to understand global influences on Uzbek. Overall, the study emphasizes that new word formation is 

a dynamic process, reflecting both the adaptability of the Uzbek language and the continuous 

interaction between language, society, and technology. 
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