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Abstract. The article analyzes the features of the formation and development of English children’s
literature, its connection with folklore and national history. The mythological origins, the influence
of historical and cultural processes, and the interaction between children’s and adult literary
traditions are examined. It is concluded that English children’s literature represents a unique cultural
phenomenon that combines both educational and aesthetic functions.
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Introduction. English children’s literature occupies a special place among European literatures
intended for young readers. Its development follows the general patterns of the world literary
tradition, while also exhibiting distinctive national features. The circle of children’s reading has been
formed both from works specifically written for children and from “adult” texts that gradually became
part of children’s culture. This combination establishes an inseparable connection between children’s
literature and the overall literary history of the English nation.

1. Research Methodology. This study employs a comparative-historical and cultural-literary
approach, combining textual analysis and contextual interpretation.

Primary sources include classical texts of English literature (Beowulf, The Adventures of Robinson
Crusoe, Arthurian legends, and works by R. Kipling), as well as secondary research by scholars such
as Russel (1994), Lukens (2002), Galda and Cullinan (2004), and Lupanova (2001).

The methodology involves:

» Identifying the folkloric and mythological roots of English children’s literature;
» Analyzing how historical transformations influenced literary themes and genres;
» Comparing adult and children’s versions of canonical texts;
>

Examining the educational and moral functions of literary works across different historical
periods.

This approach allows tracing the continuity between folk tradition and modern literary forms, while
revealing how English writers adapted universal myths and moral codes for young audiences.

2. Analysis of Literary and Cultural Foundations. The development of English children’s literature
is closely linked with folk creativity, which became the foundation for all subsequent written
traditions. Myths, legends, tales, and stories shaped children’s understanding of heroism, nobility,
reason, and goodness. These works, reflecting the worldview of ancient peoples, not only transmitted
cultural experience but also contributed to the development of philosophy, literature, and art. Over
time, tales and legends originally intended for adults were “appropriated” by children, as they
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conveyed universal human values. Thus, English children’s literature acquired continuity with the
national epic and preserved a connection with the spiritual origins of English culture.

3. Results. The research revealed several consistent features of English children’s literature:

1. Dual Orientation— English children’s literature has always existed at the intersection of adult and
juvenile readerships, reflecting the unity of moral and aesthetic principles.

2. Mythological Continuity— Ancient myths and heroic epics, such as Beowulf, laid the foundation
for later adventure and fantasy genres, maintaining the archetype of the noble hero.

3. Historical Syncretism— The literary tradition absorbed diverse cultural influences—Roman,
Celtic, Scandinavian, and French—which enriched its imagery and narrative structures.

4. Didactic Function— The moral-educational purpose of literature for children has remained central
throughout history, combining ethical reflection with imaginative storytelling.

5. Stylistic Simplicity and Depth — Despite linguistic clarity and simplicity, English children’s texts
often contain profound philosophical ideas and symbolic meanings.

These findings confirm that English children’s literature developed not in isolation but as a dynamic
component of national cultural identity.

4. Discussion. The results highlight that the unique character of English children’s literature stems
from the synthesis of mythological heritage, national history, and universal ethical values.

As noted by Russel (1994) and Lukens (2002), English authors have consistently used elements of
adult literary forms—epic narration, allegory, and philosophical reflection—to address the cognitive
and emotional development of young readers.

The example of Robinson Crusoe demonstrates how adult adventure narratives evolve into didactic
texts emphasizing perseverance, self-reliance, and moral strength. Similarly, Beowulfand Arthurian
legends retain educational relevance by promoting ideals of courage, loyalty, and justice.

From a broader perspective, the continuity between oral folklore and written children’s literature
illustrates a cultural mechanism of adaptation: complex moral and historical ideas are transformed
into accessible forms that foster identity and imagination in Yyounger generations.
This process, as observed by Lupanova (2001), ensures that children’s literature serves as both an
educational instrument and a reflection of collective memory.

Thus, English children’s literature can be interpreted as a cultural bridge linking ancient mythic
consciousness with modern moral sensibilities, while preserving artistic integrity and emotional
resonance.

Taken together, the findings suggest that English children’s literature was formed as an integrated
system uniting folklore, historical memory, philosophical concepts, and artistic mastery. Its
distinctiveness lies in its ability to preserve the depth of meaning beneath apparent simplicity of form,
as well as in the universality of themes that make these works relevant to both children and adults.

Conclusion. English children’s literature represents a complex and multifaceted phenomenon that
has absorbed elements of folklore, historical experience, and classical literary achievement. Its
uniqueness lies in the harmonious combination of moral didacticism and high artistic value. As an
integral part of national culture, British children’s literature continues to influence the global literary
landscape, preserving universal humanistic values and addressing readers of all ages.
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