OAMERICAN Journal of Language, Literacy and
m L L LSE Learning in STEM Education

GLOBAL RESEARCH NETWORK Volume 03, Issue 10, 2025 ISSN (E) 2993-2769

Pragmatic Analyse of Religious Texts (on the Material of
Bible)

Sadriddinzoda Safiya Shaxobiddinovna
Doctoral student (DSc) of
Samarkand State Institute of Foreign Languages
safiyasadriddinzoda@mail.ru

Abstract. This study conducts a pragmatic analysis of selected biblical texts, employing speech act
theory, implicature, and discourse analysis to elucidate their functional meanings. Structured in
IMRAD format, it outlines methods for textual examination, presents results from key examples,
discusses implications for biblical interpretation, and concludes with insights into the broader role
of pragmatics in religious discourse.
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Introduction

Pragmatic analysis, as a branch of linguistics, examines how context influences the
interpretation of meaning beyond literal semantics, encompassing aspects such as speech acts,
implicature, and discourse strategies in communication (Yule, 2010). In the realm of religious texts,
this approach is particularly valuable for unpacking the layered intentions, performative functions,
and contextual implications embedded within sacred scriptures, where language often serves not
only to inform but to transform, command, or persuade believers (Ward, 2002). The Bible, as a
foundational religious text, presents a rich corpus for pragmatic scrutiny, revealing how divine and
human utterances operate as speech acts that achieve illocutionary force—such as promising,
commanding, or declaring—and elicit perlocutionary effects like conviction or obedience (Austin,
1962; Searle, 1969). This analysis is crucial in biblical studies, as it bridges linguistic theory with
hermeneutics, illuminating how texts like the New Testament parables or Old Testament prophecies
convey implicatures that rely on shared cultural and contextual knowledge for full comprehension
(Loko, 2025).

Historically, pragmatic frameworks have been applied to biblical texts to address interpretive
challenges, such as mitigating directives in prophetic discourse or identifying conversational
implicatures in Jesus' teachings, which often employ indirectness to engage listeners ethically and
spiritually (Al-Ameedi & Ablood, 2021). For instance, speech act theory has been utilized to
explore God's creative utterances in Genesis, demonstrating how divine words perform actions like
bringing existence into being, while discourse analysis highlights faith as a pivotal element in
miraculous narratives (Yu, 2024; Daniel, 2012). Such analyses not only enhance understanding of
the Bible's communicative efficacy but also inform pedagogical approaches to teaching scripture,
advocating multiperspective methods rooted in pragmatic philosophy (Clines, 2009).

METHODS

This study employs a qualitative pragmatic analysis to examine the communicative functions
and contextual implications of selected biblical texts, drawing on established frameworks in
pragmatics to uncover how language performs actions within religious discourse (Yule, 2010). The
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methodology integrates speech act theory, politeness strategies, and conversational implicature to
systematically dissect the illocutionary and perlocutionary forces in biblical utterances, particularly
those involving directives, assertives, and expressives (Searle, 1969; Brown & Levinson, 1987).
This approach is informed by prior applications of pragmatics to scriptural interpretation,
emphasizing the role of context in deriving intended meanings beyond literal semantics (Briggs,
1999; Al-Ameedi & Ablood, 2021).

Selection of Texts

A purposive sampling method was utilized to select representative biblical passages that
exemplify pragmatic phenomena, focusing on texts from both the Old and New Testaments to
capture a range of discourse types (Creswell & Poth, 2018). Criteria for selection included: (1)
prominence of speech acts such as commands, promises, or declarations; (2) evidence of
implicature or indirectness, such as in parables or prophetic utterances; and (3) cultural-historical
significance for interpretive depth. Key texts analyzed encompass Genesis 1 (creation narrative for
declarative acts), Matthew 7:7-11 and 12:33-35 (New Testament directives and metaphors for
mitigation and politeness), and selections from the Psalms and Prophets (e.g., Psalm 50 for
performative judgments) (Briggs, 1999; Al-Ameedi & Ablood, 2021). This sampling ensures
diversity across genres, including narrative, poetic, and didactic forms, while limiting the scope to
English translations from the Revised Standard Version for consistency in linguistic analysis
(Anonymous, 2010).

Data Analysis

The analysis proceeded in multiple stages: (1) Identification of pragmatic elements through
close reading, categorizing utterances by speech act types (e.g., assertives for statements of truth,
directives for commands or advice) using Searle's (1969) taxonomy; (2) Examination of politeness
strategies, including positive (e.g., building rapport) and negative (e.g., minimizing imposition)
forms, to assess mitigation and face-saving in divine-human interactions (Brown & Levinson, 1987;
Al-Ameedi & Ablood, 2021); (3) Assessment of implicatures and conversational strategies, such as
hinting or persuasion via Gricean maxims (Grice, 1975), to reveal indirect meanings reliant on
shared biblical context; and (4) Contextual integration, considering historical, cultural, and
theological backgrounds to evaluate illocutionary force and perlocutionary effects, such as eliciting
faith or obedience (Briggs, 1999). An eclectic model adapted from Al-Shahari (2004) and others
was applied for conversational strategies, with findings tabulated for frequency and patterns of
usage (Al-Ameedi & Ablood, 2021). This rigorous, interpretive process ensures a nuanced
understanding of how pragmatic mechanisms operate in the Bible's religious texts.

RESULTS

The pragmatic analysis of selected biblical texts reveals key patterns in how language
functions communicatively, with speech acts, implicatures, and politeness strategies playing central
roles in conveying divine intentions, ethical teachings, and relational dynamics. These elements
demonstrate the Bible's reliance on context for interpretive depth, where utterances achieve
performative effects beyond literal meanings. The following subsections outline the primary
findings, supported by examples from the examined passages.

Speech Acts in Biblical Narratives

In Genesis 1, divine utterances exemplify declarative speech acts, where God's commands
like "Let there be light" (Genesis 1:3) perform the action of creation, instantiating existence through
illocutionary force. This performative quality aligns with Austin's (1962) framework, as the words
not only describe but enact reality, eliciting perlocutionary effects such as awe or faith in readers.
Similarly, in prophetic texts like Isaiah 55:11, assertions about God's word "not returning empty"
function as commissives, promising fulfillment and reinforcing theological commitments. Analysis
shows a prevalence of directives in Old Testament law (e.g., the Decalogue in Exodus 20), where
imperatives impose obligations, with perlocutionary intent to guide moral behavior. In the New
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Testament, Jesus' teachings in Matthew 5-7 often blend assertives and expressives, declaring
blessings while expressing divine approval, thereby motivating ethical transformation.

Implicatures and Indirectness

Conversational implicatures are evident in parabolic discourse, such as the Parable of the
Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37), where Jesus' narrative implies ethical obligations through
flouting Gricean maxims of quantity and relevance, prompting listeners to infer broader principles
of neighborly love. This indirectness relies on shared cultural knowledge, generating scalar
implicatures that extend "neighbor"” beyond literal kin to all humanity. In Psalms, such as Psalm 23,
metaphorical language like "The Lord is my shepherd” implicates divine guidance and provision,
with particularized implicatures varying by reader context to evoke personal comfort or communal
worship. Prophetic warnings, e.g., in Amos 3:3-8, use rhetorical questions to implicate causal
inevitability of judgment, flouting manner for persuasive emphasis. Overall, implicatures enhance
engagement, allowing texts to adapt to diverse interpretive communities while maintaining
theological ambiguity for deeper reflection.

Politeness Strategies and Mitigation

Politeness theory highlights mitigation in divine-human interactions, with negative politeness
strategies minimizing impositions in commands, as seen in mitigated directives like "If you love
me, keep my commandments” (John 14:15), which hedges obligation to preserve hearer autonomy.
Positive politeness appears in affirming expressions, such as God's covenants promising blessings
(e.g., Genesis 12:2-3), building rapport through shared goals. In confrontational passages like the
rebuke in Matthew 23, bald-on-record strategies convey urgency without redress, reflecting power
asymmetries in divine authority. Analysis indicates that politeness varies by genre: poetic texts like
Psalms employ off-record indirectness for emotional face-saving, while epistles use hedges to
soften exhortations.

These results underscore the Bible's pragmatic sophistication, where context-dependent
mechanisms facilitate spiritual and ethical communication, adapting ancient texts to contemporary
readings.

DISCUSSION

The results of this pragmatic analysis underscore the Bible's intricate use of language as a
performative tool, where speech acts, implicatures, and politeness strategies facilitate divine
communication and ethical engagement, extending beyond literal interpretations to context-
dependent meanings (Searle, 1969; Grice, 1975). For instance, the declarative acts in Genesis align
with Austin's (1962) notion of performatives, illustrating how biblical utterances enact reality, such
as in creation narratives, which parallels analyses of divine discourse as inherently efficacious in
religious linguistics (Briggs, 1999). This performative dimension enhances understanding of the
Bible's theological impact, revealing how commands and promises elicit perlocutionary responses
like faith or moral adherence, consistent with applications of speech act theory in scriptural studies
(Al-Ameedi & Ablood, 2021; Yu, 2024).

Implicatures in parables and metaphors, as identified in texts like Luke 10 and Psalm 23,
demonstrate the Bible's reliance on indirectness to engage readers, flouting Gricean maxims to
generate deeper ethical insights (Grice, 1975). This indirect strategy fosters interpretive flexibility,
allowing contemporary audiences to derive personal relevance, akin to politeness-driven mitigation
in prophetic rebukes that balance authority with relational sensitivity (Brown & Levinson, 1987).
Such findings resonate with broader pragmatic approaches to religious texts, where context shapes
implicature resolution, informing hermeneutic practices that emphasize cultural and historical
shared knowledge (Ward, 2002; Clines, 2009). Politeness variations across genres further highlight
power dynamics in divine-human interactions, with negative strategies mitigating impositions in
New Testament exhortations, thereby promoting voluntary compliance over coercion (Al-Ameedi
& Ablood, 2021).
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These insights have significant implications for biblical interpretation and pedagogy,
advocating for pragmatic lenses in theological education to unpack layered meanings, potentially
bridging literalist and contextualist debates (Daniel, 2012). However, limitations include the study's
focus on English translations, which may obscure original Hebrew/Greek pragmatics, and the
qualitative approach's subjectivity, risking overgeneralization from selected passages (Creswell &
Poth, 2018). Future research could incorporate quantitative corpus linguistics for larger-scale
patterns or comparative analyses with other sacred texts, such as the Quran, to explore cross-
cultural pragmatic universals (Baker, 2010; Al-Shahari, 2004). Overall, this analysis affirms
pragmatics' value in illuminating the Bible's communicative efficacy, enriching religious discourse
studies in multicultural contexts.

CONCLUSION

The pragmatic analysis conducted in this study demonstrates the Bible's adept utilization of
speech acts to perform actions such as commanding, promising, and declaring, thereby achieving
transformative effects in religious discourse. Implicatures and indirect strategies, particularly in
parables and metaphors, enable flexible interpretations that engage diverse audiences, fostering
ethical reflection and spiritual growth. Politeness mechanisms mitigate divine directives, balancing
authority with relational considerations to promote voluntary adherence. These findings affirm
pragmatics' role in enhancing biblical hermeneutics, bridging linguistic theory with theological
insights for deeper comprehension of sacred texts.

Ultimately, this approach not only illuminates the communicative efficacy of the Bible but
also suggests avenues for interdisciplinary research, such as comparative pragmatic studies across
religious traditions or quantitative analyses of discourse patterns. By revealing context's pivotal
influence, pragmatic analysis enriches contemporary interpretations, underscoring the enduring
relevance of biblical language in faith and scholarship.
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