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Abstract. This article examines the importance and challenges of implementing foreign experiences
in the music education process. It highlights how educational practices from other countries can
enhance the quality of music education and contribute to the development of students' musical skills,
creativity, and cultural understanding. The study explores various international models of music
education, comparing their methods with local practices to identify areas for improvement. Data were
collected through surveys, interviews with educators, and case studies of music education systems
from countries known for their strong music education programs. The results reveal that integrating
foreign practices can offer valuable insights into curriculum development, teaching methods, and
student engagement. The study concludes by proposing recommendations for incorporating
successful foreign practices into local music education systems to improve overall outcomes.
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Introduction

The integration of foreign experiences in the music education process presents a valuable
opportunity to enhance the quality of musical instruction worldwide. Music education is not only
about teaching technical skills but also fostering creativity, cultural awareness, and emotional
intelligence among students. Many countries have developed advanced music education systems,
and there is much to learn from their methods, practices, and organizational structures.

In many cases, foreign educational practices offer innovative approaches that can address the
gaps in local music education programs. For example, countries like Finland, Japan, and Austria
have long-established and well-regarded music education systems, with integrated curricula that
balance theoretical knowledge with practical performance. The inclusion of foreign experiences
in the music education process could significantly improve students' overall musical
development, providing them with new perspectives and opportunities to engage with the art form
in diverse ways.

This study aims to explore the benefits and challenges of implementing foreign experiences in
the music education process. The primary objective is to assess how international practices can
be adapted to local contexts, taking into account cultural, social, and institutional differences. By
examining various models of music education from different countries, this research aims to
provide recommendations on how foreign experiences can be successfully integrated into the
local educational framework.
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METHOD

The research adopted a mixed-methods approach, utilizing both qualitative and quantitative data
collection techniques to investigate the integration of foreign experiences in music education.
The sample consisted of 100 music teachers from various educational institutions, including
primary schools, secondary schools, and music conservatories. These educators were selected for
their experience in teaching music and their openness to exploring foreign educational practices
RESEARCH RESULT
The results of this study indicate several important findings regarding the implementation of
foreign experiences in the music education process:

A significant finding from the survey was that 72% of music educators expressed interest in

incorporating foreign practices into their teaching methods. Teachers were particularly intrigued
by the ways in which other countries prioritize early music education and integrate music into the
general curriculum from an early age. In countries like Finland, music education is introduced at
the preschool level, and this early exposure to music is credited with developing students'
listening skills, creativity, and cognitive abilities.
However, despite the general interest in foreign practices, only 45% of respondents felt they had
adequate knowledge of these international models. Teachers indicated a need for more resources,
training, and professional development opportunities to help them incorporate foreign practices
effectively into their teaching. This gap in awareness and training suggests that there is room for
improvement in terms of providing educators with the tools and knowledge they need to adapt
foreign methods.

The study also explored how easily foreign music education practices could be adapted to local
contexts. Teachers were generally optimistic about the potential for adaptation, but there were
concerns about how cultural, social, and institutional differences might affect the implementation
of certain methods. For example, in countries like Japan, music education often involves intense,
structured lessons and a strong emphasis on discipline, which may not align with the more
flexible, student-centered approaches commonly used in the local education system.

The teachers surveyed believed that certain aspects of foreign music education, such as the use
of innovative technologies, interdisciplinary approaches, and an emphasis on creativity, could be
more easily integrated into the local curriculum. However, they cautioned that the structured,
highly competitive models seen in some countries might not align with local educational values,
particularly in terms of fostering a more holistic and collaborative learning environment.

Another key finding was that teachers who had previously incorporated foreign practices into
their teaching reported a significant increase in student engagement and motivation. In particular,
the use of diverse teaching methods, such as project-based learning, group performances, and
cross-curricular activities, was found to make lessons more engaging and relevant to students.
Additionally, integrating different cultural perspectives into the music curriculum enriched
students’ musical experiences and deepened their appreciation for music as a global art form.

Teachers also noted that students demonstrated greater creativity and critical thinking skills
when exposed to music education practices from different cultures. The inclusion of foreign
experiences allowed students to see music education as a dynamic, evolving discipline that goes
beyond traditional Western classical music, encouraging a more inclusive and diverse approach
to musical learning.

Despite the positive outcomes, the implementation of foreign practices was not without
challenges. Teachers identified several barriers to successfully adapting international models,
including lack of time, resources, and support from school administration. Furthermore, there
were concerns about the potential resistance to change from both students and colleagues who
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might be accustomed to traditional music education methods. Teachers suggested that gradual
integration of foreign practices, combined with targeted professional development, could help
overcome these challenges.

DISCUSSION

The results of this study highlight both the potential benefits and challenges of implementing
foreign experiences in the music education process. While there is significant interest in adopting
successful international models, the process of integrating these practices into local contexts
requires careful consideration of cultural, social, and institutional factors.

The study suggests that foreign experiences, such as early music education programs, creative
teaching methods, and interdisciplinary approaches, have the potential to enrich the local music
curriculum and foster greater student engagement. However, teachers need more support
and resources to effectively incorporate these practices. Professional development programs
focused on international music education models, as well as collaboration between local and
foreign educators, could play a crucial role in overcoming the barriers to implementation.

Furthermore, the study emphasizes the importance of adaptability when applying foreign
practices. Music education systems must be flexible enough to incorporate diverse methodologies
while remaining rooted in local cultural values and educational philosophies. The successful
integration of foreign experiences requires ongoing dialogue between educators, policymakers,
and students to ensure that changes are both meaningful and sustainable.

CONCLUSION

This study highlights the value of incorporating foreign experiences into the music education
process. The integration of international practices can significantly enhance the quality of music
education by introducing new teaching methods, broadening students’ musical horizons, and
fostering creativity. However, successful implementation requires thoughtful adaptation,
professional training, and institutional support. By learning from successful models in other
countries and adapting them to local contexts, music education systems can evolve and better
meet the needs of students in a rapidly changing landscape.
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