AMERICAN Journal of Language, Literacy and
M L L LSE Learning in STEM Education

GLOBAL RESEARCH NETWORK Volume 01, Issue 10, 2023 ISSN (E) 2993-2769

Christopher Marlowe: Exploring the Genius Behind ""Tamburlaine
the Great" and Renaissance Drama in England

Tasheva Nafisa Zaynitdinovna
Asia International University, Department of “History and Philology”

Abstract

Christopher Marlowe, a pioneering figure in English literature, made a lasting impact with his
remarkable plays. Among his influential works, "Tamburlaine the Great" stands tall as a
testament to his genius. Marlowe's revolutionary approach to drama, his use of powerful
language, and his exploration of themes continue to captivate audiences even today.

The Renaissance period in England marked an extraordinary era of cultural and artistic revival.
Within this vibrant tapestry of creativity, drama took center stage, captivating audiences and
leaving an indelible mark on the world of theater. This article explores the drama in England
during the Renaissance, shedding light on the key playwrights, themes, and innovations that
defined this remarkable period in theatrical history.
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Emerging in the late 16th century, Renaissance drama in England flourished against the
backdrop of intellectual and artistic reawakening. The reopening of theaters after a lengthy
hiatus, combined with the cultural influence of classical Greek and Roman works, sparked a
renaissance of dramatic expression. This period saw the birth of several renowned playwrights,
who would go on to shape the history of English theater.

Chief among these influential dramatists was William Shakespeare, hailed as the 'Bard of Avon.'
His prodigious body of work encompasses timeless masterpieces such as "Hamlet,” "Macbeth,"
and "Romeo and Juliet." Shakespeare's plays explored a wide range of themes, from tragic love
to political intrigue, using poetic language, complex characters, and intricate plots that continue
to captivate audiences to this day.

Renaissance drama in England encompassed a rich array of themes, reflecting the intellectual
and social climate of the time. The exploration of human nature, the struggle between fate and
free will, the complexity of love, and the pursuit of power were recurrent motifs. Playwrights
delved into the intricacies of human psychology, presenting multifaceted characters that mirrored
the complexities of society.

One significant innovation during this period was the use of blank verse, unrhymed iambic
pentameter. This versatile form of poetry allowed playwrights to infuse their works with
rhythmic beauty while maintaining a natural conversational tone. Shakespeare, in particular,
mastered this technique, lending his plays an unmatched lyrical quality that further elevated the
emotional impact of the performances.

The Renaissance theater experience was a spectacle in itself. The plays were performed in open-
air amphitheaters like the Globe Theatre, which accommodated a diverse audience, including
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both the wealthy and the less privileged. From the grandeur of the costumes and the elaborate
stage designs to the lively interactions between the actors and the spectators, the theater was a
space where people from all walks of life could be transported into a world of imagination.

The influence of Renaissance drama in England extends far beyond its initial production. The
works of Shakespeare, Marlowe, and their contemporaries continue to be performed and studied
worldwide, serving as a testament to their enduring relevance. The innovative techniques and
themes explored during this period laid the foundation for future generations of playwrights,
shaping the course of dramatic literature for centuries to come.

Another prominent figure was Christopher Marlowe, whose works like "Doctor Faustus” and
"Tamburlaine the Great" pushed the boundaries of drama, exploring themes of ambition, power,
and the human condition. Marlowe's daring portrayal of anti-heroes and exploration of moral
dilemmas paved the way for the development of the tragic genre in English theater.

To understand Marlowe's significance in the literary world, it is essential to delve into his life.
Born in Canterbury, England, in 1564, Marlowe demonstrated exceptional intellect and poetic
talent from an early age. He attended Corpus Christi College, Cambridge, where he immersed
himself in classical literature and drama, which greatly influenced his works later on.

Marlowe was an instrumental figure in the development of English drama. Prior to his time,
plays were predominantly formulaic and adhered to strict conventions. However, Marlowe broke
free from these constraints, revolutionizing the theatrical landscape. He introduced a more
dynamic style, showcasing his characters' internal conflicts and exploring complex themes.

One of Marlowe's most celebrated works, "Tamburlaine the Great,” is a two-part epic play that
showcases his mastery of language and storytelling. Inspired by historical sources and the
legendary figure of Tamburlaine, Marlowe's play unfolds as a breathtaking exploration of power,
ambition, and the human condition.

Themes Explored in the play:

(@) Ambition and Power: "Tamburlaine the Great" examines the consequences of unbridled
ambition. Marlowe portrays the rise and fall of Tamburlaine, a shepherd turned conqueror, who
becomes consumed by his lust for power. Through Tamburlaine's journey, Marlowe explores the
limits of ambition and the moral dilemmas it presents.

(b) Exploration of Masculinity: Marlowe's play challenges traditional notions of masculinity.
Tamburlaine, characterized by his fierce determination and unyielding ambition, defies
conventional gender norms. This exploration of masculinity offers a thought-provoking
perspective on power dynamics and societal expectations.

(¢) The Human Condition: Marlowe's work delves deep into the complexities of the human
experience. "Tamburlaine the Great” examines themes of mortality, love, loyalty, and the pursuit
of greatness. Through his characters' struggles, Marlowe raises profound questions about the
nature of humanity.

Marlowe's work, including "Tamburlaine the Great," revolutionized English drama and paved
the way for future playwrights. His influence can be seen in the works of renowned playwrights
such as William Shakespeare. Marlowe's mastery of language, his exploration of psychological
depths, and his willingness to challenge societal norms continue to inspire and captivate
audiences worldwide.

Conclusion:

Christopher Marlowe's genius shines brilliantly through his groundbreaking play, "Tamburlaine
the Great," and his overall contribution to English literature. His ability to push the boundaries of
dramatic conventions, his exploration of complex themes, and his powerful use of language
cement his place as one of the most influential playwrights of the Elizabethan era. Marlowe's
legacy lives on, continuing to inspire and challenge generations of theater enthusiasts and literary
scholars alike.
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The drama in England during the Renaissance was a transformative period that witnessed the rise
of illustrious playwrights, the exploration of profound themes, and the evolution of theatrical
techniques. Through their resilience and creativity, these visionaries revitalized English drama,
leaving an indelible mark on the world stage.

Today, we continue to appreciate their contributions, celebrating the enduring legacy of
Renaissance drama as a cornerstone of theatrical excellence.
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