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Abstract: This article explores the specific problems faced when teaching English in multilevel 

classes, particularly the disparities in students' proficiency, and offer evidence-based strategies to 

address these challenges. By understanding the root causes of these issues and implementing targeted 

solutions, teachers can create a more inclusive and effective learning environment. 
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Introduction: Teaching English to students of varying proficiency levels within the same classroom is 

one of the most challenging tasks faced by English language instructors. A multilevel class consists of 

students with different levels of language competence, ranging from beginners to advanced learners, 

yet they must all receive instruction that is meaningful and effective. This dynamic creates significant 

hurdles in the design of lesson plans, assessment methods, and classroom activities. The difficulty lies 

in balancing the need for individual attention with the need for cohesive group activities, ensuring that 

all students progress in their language acquisition while also maintaining engagement and motivation. 

This paper explores the specific challenges faced by teachers in multilevel English classes and 

provides evidence-based solutions for overcoming these difficulties. By examining key issues such as 

classroom management, lesson differentiation, student engagement, and assessment, this paper aims to 

offer practical strategies for enhancing the learning experience for students with varying language 

proficiency levels.  

Understanding Multilevel Classes: Multilevel classes refer to classrooms where students with varying 

levels of language proficiency are taught together. In English as a Second Language (ESL) or foreign 

language settings, multilevel classes are common, particularly in adult education programs, community 

centers, and large language institutions. These classes can comprise beginners, intermediate learners, 

and advanced students, all of whom share the same classroom space, syllabus, and instructor. 

The Challenges of Teaching English in Multilevel Classes 

Variations in Language Proficiency: One of the primary challenges of multilevel teaching is the 

significant difference in language proficiency. Students with higher language skills often find the 

material too easy and may lose interest, while beginners struggle to understand basic concepts, which 

can create a frustrating learning environment for both groups. The disparity can lead to issues such as: 

- disengagement from more advanced students who feel under-stimulated. – frustration and a sense of 

inadequacy among beginner students who cannot keep up. - Difficulty in tailoring lesson plans to meet 

the needs of both groups simultaneously. 

Pacing of Lessons: When students are at different proficiency levels, pacing becomes a crucial issue. It 

can be difficult to ensure that all students are learning at an appropriate speed. If lessons are too slow, 
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advanced students may lose interest, but if they are too fast, beginners may struggle to understand key 

concepts. 

Unequal Participation and Group Dynamics: In multilevel classes, the balance of participation often 

shifts in favor of the more advanced learners, leaving beginners with little opportunity to engage in 

meaningful communication. This can further hinder the development of their language skills and affect 

their confidence. Additionally, differences in speaking proficiency may cause certain students to 

dominate conversations, while others may feel too self-conscious or intimidated to participate. 

 Assessment Challenges: Assessing students with varying levels of language proficiency poses another 

challenge. A single test or assignment may not accurately reflect the progress of all students, as the 

criteria might favor one proficiency level over another. This can result in unfair assessments of student 

performance, leading to demotivation or lack of recognition for the effort of low-level learners.  

Strategies for Teaching English in Multilevel Classes. 

Differentiated Instruction 

One of the most effective methods for addressing the needs of a multilevel class is differentiated 

instruction. This approach tailors teaching methods, materials, and assignments to meet the varying 

needs of students. –  

Grouping:  

Assign students to groups based on their proficiency levels for certain activities (e.g., conversation 

practice, reading tasks). This allows students to work at their own pace and ensures that beginners are 

not overwhelmed, while advanced learners are not under-challenged. 

Tiered Activities:  

Design tasks with different levels of difficulty, ensuring that each student is challenged appropriately. 

For example, when teaching vocabulary, beginners can focus on basic words and phrases, while more 

advanced students can work on idiomatic expressions or complex sentence structures. 

Flexible Content: Use scaffolded materials that can be adapted to the learners’ language levels. For 

instance, simplified texts with glossaries can be used for beginners, while more complex readings can 

be given to intermediate or advanced learners.  

Use of Technology and Online Resources. 

Technology offers a wide range of tools that can be used to address the varying needs of students in 

multilevel classes:  

Adaptive Learning Platforms: Tools like Duolingo, Babel, and Rosetta Stone adjust the difficulty level 

based on student performance, providing personalized learning experiences for each student. 

Digital Resources for Practice: Online resources such as interactive grammar exercises, podcasts, and 

video lessons provide opportunities for students to work on their language skills outside of class at 

their own pace. Beginners can focus on basic listening exercises, while advanced students can tackle 

more sophisticated content. 

Collaborative Tools.  

Platforms like Google Classroom, Padlet, or Edmodo allow teachers to post resources and assignments 

that students can access according to their level. Discussion boards and collaborative documents can 

also help students practice English in a social, peer-supported context. 

Conclusion: In conclusion, teaching English in multilevel classes presents unique challenges, such as 

diverse language abilities, varied learning paces, and differing levels of motivation. However, these 

challenges can be addressed through tailored solutions. Differentiated instruction, such as using a 

range of materials and activities that cater to different proficiency levels, helps ensure that all students 

remain engaged and make progress. Collaborative learning, where students work in pairs or small 
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groups, allows for peer support and skill reinforcement. Additionally, incorporating technology and 

interactive tools can cater to diverse learning styles, providing personalized learning experiences. By 

adopting these strategies, educators can create an inclusive, dynamic, and effective learning 

environment that supports the needs of all students in a multilevel class.  

The key to success lies in recognizing the diverse needs, abilities, and learning styles of students. By 

employing differentiated instruction, utilizing flexible groupings, and incorporating a variety of 

materials and activities, teachers can engage students at different levels while fostering a supportive 

learning environment. Incorporating technology and peer collaboration can further enhance 

individualized learning. Ultimately, effective teaching in multilevel classes requires adaptability, 

creativity, and a commitment to meeting each student where they are, ensuring progress for all 

learners. 
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