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ANNOTATION: Domestic violence remains one of the most pressing and socially dangerous 
forms of crime, affecting not only individual victims but also the stability of families and society 
as a whole. The complexity of such crimes lies in their latent nature, emotional and 
psychological dimensions, and the close relationship between the offender and the victim. This 
article examines the specific features of investigating domestic violence crimes and analyzes 
certain problematic issues encountered in investigative practice. The study aims to identify 
procedural, criminological, and organizational peculiarities that distinguish domestic violence 
investigations from other categories of criminal cases, as well as to propose approaches to 
improving investigative efficiency and victim protection mechanisms. 

The research highlights that domestic violence crimes often occur within private settings, 
without independent witnesses, and are frequently accompanied by psychological pressure, 
economic dependence, and repeated cycles of abuse. These factors significantly complicate 
evidence collection, assessment, and documentation. Special attention is paid to the role of 
timely registration of complaints, the conduct of forensic medical examinations, interviewing 
techniques sensitive to victims’ psychological conditions, and the importance of risk assessment 
in preventing repeated violence. The article also analyzes the difficulties arising from victims’ 
reluctance to cooperate with investigators due to fear, social stigma, reconciliation with the 
offender, or financial dependence. 

Furthermore, the study explores procedural guarantees aimed at ensuring the rights and safety of 
victims during the pre-trial investigation. It examines protective orders, confidentiality measures, 
access to legal aid, and interagency cooperation between law enforcement bodies, social 
services, and medical institutions. The effectiveness of these mechanisms is evaluated in light of 
existing legal frameworks and practical implementation challenges. Comparative elements of 
international standards and national legislation are also considered to identify best practices in 
addressing domestic violence cases. 

Methodologically, the research is based on the analysis of criminal legislation, investigative 
practice materials, statistical data, and scholarly publications. Methods of analysis, synthesis, 
comparison, and generalization are applied to assess current investigative approaches and 
identify systemic shortcomings. The findings indicate that improving investigative effectiveness 
requires specialized training for law enforcement officers, development of victim-centered 
investigative techniques, enhanced coordination among relevant institutions, and the integration 
of psychological and forensic expertise into the investigative process. 

In conclusion, the article substantiates that domestic violence investigations demand a 
differentiated and multidisciplinary approach, combining strict adherence to procedural norms 
with sensitivity to the social and psychological dimensions of the crime. Addressing the 
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identified problematic issues will contribute to strengthening legal protection for victims, 
increasing the rate of crime detection, and enhancing the overall effectiveness of criminal justice 
responses to domestic violence. 

Keywords: Domestic violence; family (household) violence; criminal investigation; 
investigative methodology; criminal procedure; forensic characteristics; forensic evidence; crime 
scene examination; victim protection; victim rights; protection orders; restraining orders; 
procedural safeguards; gender-based violence; psychological violence; physical abuse; economic 
violence; coercive control; repeat victimization; witness testimony. 

 
 

INTRODUCTION. 

Domestic violence remains one of the most pressing social and legal problems of modern 
society, affecting individuals regardless of age, gender, social status, or economic background. 
Despite ongoing reforms in criminal justice systems and the adoption of specialized legislation 
aimed at preventing domestic abuse, the effective investigation of domestic violence crimes 
continues to present significant challenges. These crimes are characterized not only by their 
hidden nature but also by complex interpersonal relationships between the offender and the 
victim, which significantly complicate the process of detection, documentation, and prosecution. 

In recent years, increased global attention has been directed toward strengthening legal 
mechanisms to combat domestic violence. Many countries have adopted comprehensive legal 
frameworks that criminalize various forms of abuse, including physical, psychological, sexual, 
and economic violence within family or household settings. However, the mere existence of 
legal norms does not automatically guarantee their effective implementation. The investigative 
practice reveals numerous procedural, evidentiary, and organizational difficulties that hinder the 
full realization of justice in domestic violence cases. 

One of the distinguishing features of domestic violence crimes is their latent character. Victims 
often hesitate to report abuse due to fear of retaliation, emotional dependence, financial reliance, 
social stigma, or concern for children and family reputation. As a result, law enforcement 
authorities frequently face situations where complaints are withdrawn, testimonies are 
inconsistent, or evidence is insufficient. This creates substantial obstacles for investigators who 
must balance the protection of victims with strict adherence to procedural standards and the 
presumption of innocence. 

Another specific aspect of investigating domestic violence crimes lies in the evidentiary process. 
Unlike other categories of crimes, domestic violence often occurs in private settings without 
witnesses. Consequently, the collection of material evidence, medical documentation, forensic 
conclusions, and psychological assessments becomes crucial. Investigators must rely on a 
combination of victim statements, expert examinations, digital evidence (such as messages, 
recordings, or surveillance data), and circumstantial proof. The proper evaluation and 
preservation of such evidence require specialized training and interdisciplinary cooperation 
among law enforcement officers, forensic experts, medical professionals, and social services. 

Furthermore, domestic violence investigations are closely connected to victim protection 
mechanisms. Ensuring the safety, dignity, and rights of victims during criminal proceedings is an 
essential component of effective justice. Protective orders, temporary restraining measures, 
confidentiality safeguards, and access to psychological and legal assistance must be integrated 
into the investigative process. Failure to provide adequate protection may result in repeated 
victimization, intimidation, or refusal to cooperate with authorities. 

The complexity of domestic violence cases also raises procedural issues related to qualification 
of the offense, application of preventive measures, reconciliation practices, and sentencing 
policies. In some jurisdictions, reconciliation between the victim and the offender may lead to 
the termination of criminal proceedings, which can undermine preventive objectives and allow 
patterns of abuse to continue. Therefore, the investigative approach must carefully assess the 
risks of repeated violence and prioritize the long-term safety of victims. 
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Modern criminal justice reforms emphasize a victim-centered and human rights–based approach 
to domestic violence investigations. This approach requires not only legal competence but also 
psychological sensitivity and ethical responsibility from investigators. Specialized training 
programs, standardized investigative protocols, and interagency coordination mechanisms are 
increasingly recognized as necessary tools for improving investigative efficiency and ensuring 
justice. 

The purpose of this study is to analyze the specific features of investigating domestic violence 
crimes and to identify certain problematic issues encountered in practice. The research aims to 
examine procedural challenges, evidentiary difficulties, institutional limitations, and victim 
protection concerns that arise during investigations. By exploring both theoretical foundations 
and practical experiences, this article seeks to propose recommendations for enhancing 
investigative effectiveness and strengthening the protection of victims’ rights. 

In the context of evolving legal systems and growing societal awareness, improving the 
mechanisms for investigating domestic violence crimes is not merely a legal necessity but also a 
moral and social imperative. A comprehensive understanding of the distinctive characteristics 
and practical challenges of such investigations contributes to the development of more effective, 
humane, and sustainable criminal justice policies. 

 
METHODOLOGY. 

This study was conducted using a comprehensive and systematic methodological approach 
aimed at identifying the specific features of investigating domestic violence crimes and 
analyzing problematic issues encountered in practical investigative activities. Considering the 
legal, social, psychological, and procedural complexity of domestic violence cases, the research 
combined doctrinal legal analysis with empirical and comparative methods in order to ensure a 
well-rounded and objective assessment. 

The research is primarily based on doctrinal (normative-legal) analysis. National criminal 
legislation, criminal procedure law, and specialized legal acts regulating protection against 
domestic violence were carefully examined. Relevant bylaws, internal instructions of law 
enforcement agencies, and prosecutorial guidelines were also analyzed. This approach made it 
possible to determine how domestic violence crimes are legally defined, classified, and 
regulated, as well as to identify procedural guarantees designed to protect victims’ rights during 
investigation. Particular attention was paid to identifying legal gaps, inconsistencies, and 
ambiguities that may negatively affect investigative efficiency. 

In addition to normative analysis, the study applied a comparative legal method. International 
legal standards, including widely recognized principles on combating domestic violence and 
protecting victims, were examined and compared with national legislation. This comparative 
perspective allowed the identification of differences in investigative procedures, evidentiary 
standards, and victim protection mechanisms. Through this method, best practices and effective 
investigative models were analyzed to assess their potential applicability within the national legal 
framework. 

The research also incorporated empirical analysis of investigative practice. Materials from 
criminal cases related to domestic violence were studied to identify common procedural 
difficulties. These included problems related to evidence collection, victim testimony reliability, 
forensic examinations, repeated reconciliation attempts, withdrawal of complaints, and delays in 
procedural actions. The empirical component enabled a realistic evaluation of how legal norms 
function in practice and whether they effectively ensure accountability and victim protection. 

Methods of analysis and synthesis were used throughout the study. Analytical methods helped 
break down the investigative process into its core elements, such as initiation of criminal 
proceedings, evidence gathering, interrogation techniques, forensic evaluation, and procedural 
decision-making. The synthesis method then allowed for the integration of these elements into a 
coherent understanding of the overall investigative mechanism. 
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Statistical data analysis was also applied where available. General trends in domestic violence 
cases, including rates of reporting, case initiation, termination, and conviction, were reviewed to 
assess investigative effectiveness. Although statistical data alone cannot fully explain qualitative 
shortcomings, it provided a broader contextual understanding of the scope and dynamics of 
domestic violence investigations. 

Furthermore, elements of qualitative assessment were used to evaluate the role of psychological 
and social factors in investigative processes. Domestic violence cases often involve emotional 
dependency, fear, family pressure, or economic vulnerability of victims. These factors 
significantly influence testimony, cooperation with investigators, and the overall outcome of 
proceedings. The methodological approach therefore considered interdisciplinary perspectives, 
including criminology and victimology, to better understand investigative challenges. 

Finally, the research adopted a problem-oriented approach aimed at identifying systemic 
weaknesses and proposing practical improvements. Rather than limiting the analysis to 
theoretical examination, the methodology focused on bridging the gap between legal regulation 
and real investigative practice. 

Through the integration of doctrinal, comparative, empirical, analytical, and interdisciplinary 
methods, this study provides a comprehensive methodological foundation for evaluating the 
distinctive features of domestic violence investigations and addressing the problematic issues 
encountered in practice. 

 
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION. 

The results of the study reveal that the investigation of domestic violence crimes possesses a 
number of distinctive procedural, criminological, and psychological characteristics that 
significantly differentiate it from the investigation of other types of criminal offenses. Domestic 
violence cases are typically committed within close personal relationships, often in private 
settings, and without independent eyewitnesses. As a result, evidentiary processes rely heavily 
on victim testimony, forensic medical findings, psychological assessments, and indirect 
corroborative evidence. This specificity directly affects both the methodology and effectiveness 
of investigative actions. 

The analysis of investigative practice demonstrates several key features: 

a) Latent nature of domestic violence crimes. 

Domestic violence remains one of the most underreported categories of crime. Victims 
frequently delay reporting due to emotional dependency, fear of retaliation, economic reliance, 
social stigma, or concern for children. Consequently, investigators often encounter cases at later 
stages when physical traces have disappeared or evidence has weakened. This significantly 
complicates the evidentiary process and requires prompt procedural measures once a report is 
received. 

b) Psychological dependence of the victim. 

A recurring issue identified in practice is the victim’s reluctance to cooperate fully with law 
enforcement authorities. In many cases, victims withdraw complaints, refuse to testify, or 
attempt reconciliation during the pre-trial stage. This creates procedural difficulties, particularly 
when the legal qualification of the act requires proof beyond reasonable doubt. The emotional 
bond between victim and offender often leads to contradictory statements, which complicates 
objective evaluation of evidence. 

c) Limited availability of direct evidence. 
Domestic violence offenses are typically committed within a household environment without 
external witnesses. Therefore, investigators must rely on forensic medical examinations, digital 
evidence (messages, audio recordings, video footage), neighbor testimony, and prior complaints 
or protection orders. The effective use of forensic and digital tools has proven essential in 
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strengthening the evidentiary base. 

d) Repeated and systematic character of violence. 

The study shows that domestic violence frequently has a repetitive nature. However, isolated 
incidents are sometimes treated as minor conflicts rather than as part of a systematic pattern of 
abuse. This misclassification may reduce the legal gravity of the offense and weaken preventive 
measures. Proper documentation of repeated conduct is therefore crucial in qualifying the crime 
accurately. 

The research identified several practical and procedural problems that negatively influence the 
effectiveness of investigations: 

a) Inconsistent qualification of offenses. 
In some cases, acts of domestic violence are initially classified under general provisions such as 
minor bodily injury or hooliganism, rather than under specific domestic violence provisions. This 
may lead to milder sanctions and insufficient victim protection measures. Clear guidelines and 
specialized training for investigators are necessary to ensure uniform legal qualification. 

b) Insufficient coordination between institutions. 
Effective investigation of domestic violence requires cooperation between law enforcement 
agencies, social services, medical institutions, and psychological support centers. However, 
institutional coordination remains inconsistent in practice. Delays in forensic examinations, lack 
of integrated databases, and limited information exchange reduce procedural efficiency. 

c) Victim protection challenges. 
Although protective orders and restraining measures exist, their practical enforcement sometimes 
faces obstacles. Victims may continue to face threats during the investigation period. Inadequate 
monitoring of restraining orders and insufficient shelter availability undermine preventive 
mechanisms. 

d) Evidentiary difficulties related to psychological violence. 

Unlike physical violence, psychological abuse leaves no visible physical traces. Proving 
systematic psychological pressure, threats, humiliation, or coercive control requires specialized 
psychological expertise and careful documentation. In practice, such cases are often 
underestimated due to evidentiary complexity. 

e) Cultural and social barriers. 

In certain communities, domestic violence is perceived as a “private family matter.” This cultural 
perception discourages reporting and limits community cooperation with investigators. Public 
awareness campaigns and preventive educational measures remain insufficient to fully eliminate 
such stereotypes. 

The findings confirm that domestic violence investigations require a victim-centered and 
multidisciplinary approach. Traditional investigative models focused solely on collecting 
physical evidence are insufficient in such cases. Instead, modern investigative strategies must 
integrate psychological support, digital forensics, risk assessment tools, and coordinated 
institutional response. 

The research also highlights the importance of early intervention mechanisms. Timely issuance 
of protection orders, immediate forensic documentation of injuries, and risk assessment 
procedures significantly improve investigative outcomes. When preventive measures are applied 
at early stages, recidivism rates decrease, and victim safety improves. 

Furthermore, the study emphasizes the need for specialized training of investigators, prosecutors, 
and judges. Understanding the psychological dynamics of domestic violence, including trauma 
responses and victim behavior patterns, is essential for accurate assessment of testimony 
credibility. Training programs should include victim-sensitive interviewing techniques and 
gender-based violence awareness. 
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The comparative evaluation of investigative practice suggests that strengthening procedural 
safeguards for victims increases both reporting rates and the reliability of evidence. When 
victims feel protected and supported, they are more likely to cooperate with authorities, thereby 
improving case resolution rates. 

Finally, digital transformation presents new opportunities for enhancing investigative 
effectiveness. The use of body cameras, electronic documentation systems, integrated registries, 
and digital evidence analysis improves transparency and accountability in domestic violence 
cases. 

The results indicate that domestic violence investigations are characterized by evidentiary 
complexity, psychological sensitivity, and institutional interdependence. The problematic issues 
identified—such as inconsistent legal qualification, limited institutional coordination, evidentiary 
challenges, and victim protection gaps—require systematic reforms. 

Improving investigative effectiveness demands a comprehensive approach that combines legal 
reforms, institutional cooperation, professional training, and societal awareness. Only through 
such integrated measures can the investigation of domestic violence crimes ensure both 
procedural fairness and effective protection of victims’ rights.  

 

CONCLUSION. 

In conclusion, the investigation of domestic violence crimes presents a number of unique 
challenges and requires a highly specialized approach from law enforcement agencies. The study 
highlights that domestic violence cases are fundamentally different from other types of criminal 
cases due to the personal and intimate nature of the relationships involved, the psychological 
impact on victims, and the social stigma associated with reporting such crimes. These factors 
make the detection, documentation, and investigation of domestic violence particularly complex 
and sensitive. 

One of the key findings of this research is that the efficiency of law enforcement agencies in 
handling domestic violence cases largely depends on the integration of legal, psychological, and 
social support mechanisms. Investigators must not only adhere strictly to procedural and legal 
requirements but also demonstrate empathy, cultural sensitivity, and an understanding of the 
dynamics of abusive relationships. Failure to recognize these aspects can lead to incomplete 
investigations, insufficient evidence collection, or retraumatization of victims. 

The protection of victims’ rights emerges as a critical dimension in the investigative process. 
Ensuring confidentiality, providing legal support, and safeguarding victims from further harm 
are essential components of a victim-centered approach. The study shows that when victims feel 
safe and supported, they are more likely to cooperate with investigators, which in turn increases 
the likelihood of successful prosecution and the delivery of justice. 

The research also underscores the importance of specialized training and capacity building for 
law enforcement personnel. Officers and investigators who are trained in handling domestic 
violence cases are better equipped to identify subtle signs of abuse, understand patterns of 
coercive control, and gather admissible evidence effectively. Additionally, inter-agency 
collaboration with social services, healthcare providers, and NGOs significantly enhances the 
quality of investigations and victim support. 

Another notable issue highlighted by the study is the prevalence of procedural and practical 
obstacles in the investigative process. These include underreporting by victims due to fear or 
social pressure, lack of timely forensic evidence, and limited resources for comprehensive case 
management. Addressing these challenges requires the implementation of clear protocols, access 
to forensic and psychological expertise, and continuous monitoring and evaluation of 
investigative practices. 

Finally, the study concludes that improving the investigation of domestic violence crimes 
necessitates a holistic and multi-dimensional approach. Legal frameworks must be 
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complemented by practical tools, professional training, victim support services, and public 
awareness initiatives. Only through a coordinated effort that balances the enforcement of law 
with the protection of victims’ rights can domestic violence investigations become more 
effective, efficient, and just. 

In summary, the investigation of domestic violence crimes is not only a legal and procedural 
challenge but also a social responsibility. Strengthening investigative practices, enhancing law 
enforcement capacity, and prioritizing victim-centered approaches are essential for reducing the 
prevalence of domestic violence and promoting justice and safety in society. 
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