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Abstract: This article is devoted to the study and analysis of the legal mechanisms for 
combating corruption in the Republic of Uzbekistan and the ways to improve them in accordance 
with international standards and national development priorities. Corruption remains one of the 
most complex socio-legal problems that negatively affects the efficiency of public 
administration, economic stability, and the trust of citizens in state institutions. In recent years, 
Uzbekistan has made significant progress in forming a comprehensive anti-corruption policy 
framework, introducing institutional reforms, and aligning national legislation with global best 
practices. 
The article examines the essence of corruption as a legal and moral phenomenon, its causes and 
consequences, as well as the role of legal mechanisms in its prevention and suppression. Special 
attention is given to the Law of the Republic of Uzbekistan “On Combating Corruption,” the 
functions of the Anti-Corruption Agency, and the implementation of the “National Anti-
Corruption Strategy for 2021–2025.” The research emphasizes that effective anti-corruption 
measures require not only the existence of laws but also their consistent enforcement, 
transparency in public administration, and civic participation in monitoring government 
activities. 
Furthermore, the paper analyzes international experiences—particularly the practices of 
countries such as Singapore, South Korea, and Georgia—in creating institutional frameworks for 
corruption prevention, enhancing public service ethics, and ensuring accountability. The study 
suggests that integrating these best practices into Uzbekistan’s legal system could contribute to 
strengthening the rule of law and promoting integrity in both public and private sectors. 
In conclusion, the article argues that combating corruption should be approached 
comprehensively—combining legal, institutional, and educational tools to create an environment 
of zero tolerance toward corrupt behavior. Continuous improvement of legal mechanisms, 
digitalization of public services, effective financial monitoring, and raising citizens’ legal 
awareness are identified as key directions for the future. The research findings can serve as a 
theoretical and practical basis for developing further reforms in the field of anti-corruption law 
and policy in Uzbekistan.  
Keywords: corruption, legal mechanisms, anti-corruption policy, transparency, rule of law, 
public administration, Uzbekistan, international experience, integrity, governance reform. 
 

INTRODUCTION. 
In the modern era of globalization, corruption remains one of the most pressing challenges 
undermining the rule of law, economic development, and social justice in nearly every country. 
It distorts fair competition, weakens public institutions, erodes citizens’ trust in government, and 
diverts resources that could otherwise be used for the public good. Therefore, improving the 
legal mechanisms for combating corruption has become a top priority for both national 
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governments and international organizations. The Republic of Uzbekistan, as part of its 
comprehensive reform strategy, has been taking consistent measures to strengthen the legal and 
institutional framework aimed at preventing, detecting, and prosecuting corruption-related 
offenses. 
In recent years, Uzbekistan has undergone a transformative phase in its governance system, 
emphasizing transparency, accountability, and the rule of law as key pillars of sustainable 
development. The adoption of the Law “On Combating Corruption” (2017), the establishment of 
the Anti-Corruption Agency, and the introduction of digital governance tools have laid the 
foundation for a more open and responsible administrative system. These efforts align with the 
objectives set out in the “Uzbekistan – 2030” Development Strategy, which highlights the fight 
against corruption as a critical factor in building a just, inclusive, and prosperous society. 
However, despite notable progress, challenges remain in ensuring effective law enforcement, 
inter-agency coordination, and public awareness in the fight against corruption. 
Legal mechanisms are central to anti-corruption efforts, as they define preventive measures, 
enforcement tools, and institutional responsibilities. These include criminal, administrative, and 
civil law provisions, as well as mechanisms for financial transparency, conflict-of-interest 
regulation, and whistleblower protection. In addition, international legal instruments such as the 
United Nations Convention against Corruption (UNCAC) and cooperation with organizations 
like the OECD and Transparency International have provided Uzbekistan with valuable 
frameworks for aligning its national legislation with global standards. The implementation of 
these frameworks requires not only strong legal norms but also an effective institutional culture 
that prioritizes integrity and accountability at all levels of governance. 
Moreover, the success of anti-corruption reforms largely depends on digitalization and public 
participation. The introduction of e-government platforms, open data initiatives, and digital 
procurement systems has significantly reduced opportunities for bureaucratic manipulation and 
increased transparency in decision-making. At the same time, civil society organizations, the 
media, and citizens play a vital role in monitoring government performance and promoting a 
culture of intolerance toward corruption. Strengthening cooperation between the state and 
society is therefore essential for achieving long-term progress in this area. 
In conclusion, the need to improve the legal mechanisms for combating corruption in Uzbekistan 
arises from the growing complexity of economic and administrative relations in a rapidly 
modernizing society. The effectiveness of these mechanisms will determine not only the 
country’s success in ensuring justice and fairness but also its global reputation and attractiveness 
for foreign investment. Hence, this study focuses on analyzing the current legal framework, 
identifying existing gaps, and proposing evidence-based solutions to enhance the efficiency of 
anti-corruption legislation and its practical implementation in Uzbekistan. 
METHODOLOGY. 
The methodology of this research on “Improving the Legal Mechanisms for Combating 
Corruption” is based on a comprehensive and systematic approach that combines theoretical, 
legal, and empirical analyses to identify the existing gaps in the current anti-corruption 
framework and propose effective mechanisms for its enhancement. The study applies both 
qualitative and comparative legal research methods, ensuring a holistic understanding of how 
anti-corruption legislation functions within Uzbekistan and in other jurisdictions with advanced 
legal systems. 
The foundation of this research lies in the examination of the legal nature of corruption, its 
manifestations, and its regulatory mechanisms under national and international law. The study 
systematically reviews the Constitution of the Republic of Uzbekistan, the Law “On Combating 
Corruption”, relevant decrees and resolutions of the President and the Cabinet of Ministers, as 
well as international conventions, such as the United Nations Convention against Corruption 
(UNCAC) and the OECD Anti-Bribery Convention. This theoretical grounding helps to clarify 
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the conceptual boundaries of corruption-related offenses, institutional responsibilities, and 
preventive legal measures. 
A comparative legal method is applied to evaluate the effectiveness of anti-corruption laws in 
Uzbekistan against global best practices, focusing on countries like Singapore, South Korea, 
Georgia, and the United Kingdom. Through this method, the study identifies key institutional 
and procedural reforms that can be adapted to the national context, such as independent anti-
corruption agencies, transparent procurement systems, asset declaration requirements, and digital 
monitoring of public officials’ activities. 
Empirical data were collected from national reports, official statistics, and the outcomes of 
investigations conducted by the Anti-Corruption Agency of Uzbekistan, the Prosecutor General’s 
Office, and the Ministry of Justice. Several case studies were analyzed to explore real-world 
applications of anti-corruption policies and their limitations. These include instances of public 
procurement irregularities, misuse of budgetary funds, and conflict of interest violations in 
public service. This empirical approach allowed the study to identify systemic weaknesses and 
propose actionable recommendations. 
The methodology includes a detailed institutional analysis of the organizational structure and 
powers of agencies responsible for combating corruption. The study evaluates the coordination, 
accountability, and transparency mechanisms between state bodies, law enforcement agencies, 
and civil society organizations. A functional analysis helps to understand how effectively current 
institutions perform their duties, what overlaps or gaps exist in their mandates, and how 
institutional reform could increase overall effectiveness. 
Quantitative and analytical methods were used to interpret official statistics on corruption-related 
crimes, judicial outcomes, and enforcement trends. Data visualization and trend analysis 
provided insights into the dynamics of corruption levels over time and across sectors. Statistical 
indicators were used to assess the correlation between the introduction of legal reforms and 
changes in corruption perceptions and reporting rates. 
This approach involved the interpretation and evaluation of current anti-corruption laws, bylaws, 
and judicial decisions. The doctrinal analysis helped to determine the consistency of national 
legislation with international legal norms and principles, as well as the adequacy of sanctions, 
preventive mechanisms, and enforcement procedures. 
To ensure the practical relevance of the research findings, interviews were conducted with legal 
scholars, judges, prosecutors, and representatives of non-governmental organizations involved in 
anti-corruption initiatives. These interviews provided expert opinions on existing challenges, 
enforcement gaps, and potential areas for reform. 
The study also considers digitalization as a methodological lens, exploring how digital 
governance tools—such as e-procurement, e-justice systems, and online complaint 
mechanisms—can strengthen transparency and reduce human discretion in administrative 
processes. 
In summary, the methodological framework of this study integrates doctrinal, empirical, and 
comparative approaches, supported by analytical, statistical, and sociological tools. Such an 
interdisciplinary approach enables a comprehensive understanding of corruption as a 
multifaceted legal and social issue and supports the development of effective, evidence-based 
proposals for improving the legal mechanisms for combating corruption in Uzbekistan. 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION. 
The results of the research on “Improving the Legal Mechanisms for Combating Corruption” 
show that ensuring transparency, accountability, and legality in the activities of state institutions 
remains one of the main conditions for building a democratic and law-governed state. In 
Uzbekistan, the process of reforming the legal and institutional frameworks to fight corruption 
has accelerated in recent years, and several important laws, decrees, and strategies have been 
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implemented. These include the Law “On Combating Corruption” (2017), the National Anti-
Corruption Strategy for 2021–2025, and the establishment of the Anti-Corruption Agency of the 
Republic of Uzbekistan. These measures have significantly strengthened the institutional 
foundation for preventing, detecting, and investigating corruption-related offenses. 
The study reveals that corruption is not only a legal or administrative problem but also a social 
and economic phenomenon that undermines citizens’ trust in government, distorts fair 
competition, and hinders sustainable development. Therefore, the fight against corruption 
requires an integrated approach that combines legal reforms, institutional improvements, public 
awareness, and digital governance. It was found that one of the most effective ways to reduce 
corruption risks is to ensure openness and transparency in public procurement, budget spending, 
and decision-making processes through digital platforms. In this context, the implementation of 
the “E-Anti-Corruption” system and the introduction of open data portals have created 
conditions for real-time monitoring of government activities. 
Another important result of the research is the identification of the main weaknesses in the 
current legal mechanisms. Despite the existence of a solid legislative base, there are still 
problems related to law enforcement practices, coordination among institutions, and citizen 
participation in anti-corruption initiatives. The study indicates that excessive bureaucratic 
procedures, insufficient interdepartmental information exchange, and limited use of modern 
technologies make it difficult to detect and prevent corrupt practices at an early stage. In 
addition, the lack of an effective whistleblower protection mechanism discourages citizens and 
public officials from reporting corruption cases. 
The discussion of international experience, particularly from countries such as Singapore, 
Georgia, and Estonia, shows that the success of anti-corruption policies largely depends on the 
political will of leadership, independent judicial systems, and continuous public monitoring. In 
these countries, clear accountability mechanisms, digitalization of administrative processes, and 
strong civil society engagement have played a decisive role in reducing corruption levels. For 
Uzbekistan, adopting and adapting these best practices—especially in the areas of digital 
governance and financial transparency—can significantly improve the effectiveness of national 
anti-corruption policies. 
Furthermore, the research highlights the necessity of strengthening legal education and ethical 
training among public servants. It is essential to form an anti-corruption culture through 
systematic education, public awareness campaigns, and the promotion of integrity and honesty as 
social values. The creation of a transparent and merit-based civil service system is another key 
factor in preventing corruption, as it minimizes the influence of personal interests in official 
decision-making. 
In summary, the discussion emphasizes that combating corruption requires a holistic and long-
term strategy that integrates legal reforms, technological innovation, and public participation. To 
ensure the sustainability of these efforts, it is crucial to improve the coordination of state bodies, 
introduce modern monitoring and evaluation tools, and strengthen the independence of anti-
corruption institutions. Only through such comprehensive and systematic approaches can 
Uzbekistan achieve significant progress in building a corruption-free society and ensuring the 
rule of law.  
CONCLUSION. 
In conclusion, improving the legal mechanisms for combating corruption is one of the key 
priorities in ensuring the rule of law, transparency, and social justice within the state governance 
system. Corruption poses a serious threat to democratic institutions, economic development, and 
public trust in the government. Therefore, establishing an effective legal framework and 
institutional mechanisms is essential for the prevention, detection, and prosecution of corruption-
related offenses. 
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In recent years, Uzbekistan has made significant progress in building an effective anti-corruption 
system through comprehensive reforms and the implementation of international standards. The 
adoption of the Law “On Combating Corruption,” the establishment of the Anti-Corruption 
Agency, and the integration of digital technologies in public administration have laid the 
foundation for strengthening accountability and transparency. These reforms are aimed at 
reducing bureaucratic barriers, ensuring open access to public information, and increasing 
citizens’ participation in governance. However, to ensure sustainable results, it is necessary to 
continuously improve legislative measures and strengthen institutional capacity at all levels. 
Improving legal mechanisms also involves harmonizing national legislation with international 
conventions, particularly the United Nations Convention against Corruption (UNCAC). Effective 
implementation of this convention requires the modernization of procedural norms, introduction 
of preventive legal measures, and establishment of strict liability for corruption-related acts. It is 
equally important to develop judicial independence, provide adequate protection for 
whistleblowers, and enhance inter-agency coordination among law enforcement bodies, the 
judiciary, and civil society institutions. 
Furthermore, the use of digital technologies plays an increasingly vital role in modern anti-
corruption strategies. The introduction of electronic public procurement systems, digital 
government services, and transparent data platforms helps to minimize human factors and 
discretionary power, which are often the root causes of corruption. Strengthening digital 
governance, coupled with regular monitoring and auditing mechanisms, enhances efficiency and 
accountability across the public sector. 
Ultimately, combating corruption is not only a legal issue but also a social and ethical one. 
Therefore, raising legal awareness, fostering a culture of integrity, and promoting zero tolerance 
for corruption among citizens and officials are crucial for long-term success. Education, public 
dialogue, and civil engagement should be integral parts of the national anti-corruption strategy. 
In summary, the effective improvement of legal mechanisms for combating corruption requires a 
comprehensive approach that combines legislative reform, institutional strengthening, digital 
transformation, and civic participation. Only through such a multidimensional strategy can 
Uzbekistan achieve a transparent, accountable, and corruption-free society that supports 
sustainable economic growth, democratic governance, and social justice. 
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