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Abstract: This article delves into the exploration of family values and female characters in two 

distinct literary works, "Days Gone By" by Abdulla Kadiriy and "Almost Heaven" by Judith 

McNaught. Through a comparative analysis, the study examines how family dynamics and the 

portrayal of female characters contribute to the overarching themes of love, relationships, and 

societal norms in these novels. Ultimately, this comparative analysis offers insights into the 

diverse perspectives on family values and female characters presented in these two compelling 

literary works.  

 

Introduction: Literature often serves as a mirror reflecting societal norms, values, and the 

evolving roles of individuals within different cultural backgrounds. In this comparative analysis, 

we delve into two compelling novels, «Days Gone By» by Abdulla Kadiriy and «Almost 

Heaven» by Judith McNaught, to explore the representation of family values and female 

characters. «Days Gone By» is a poignant tale set in a traditional Uzbek family, where familial 

bonds and customs play a central role in shaping the characters' lives. The novel delves into the 

intricate dynamics of family relationships, portraying the struggles and triumphs of individuals 

within a close-knit community. On the other hand, «Almost Heaven» by Judith McNaught offers 

a contemporary perspective on love, relationships, and societal expectations. Through its female 

protagonist, the novel challenges conventional gender roles and explores the complexities of 

navigating personal desires against the backdrop of societal norms. 

Family values play a significant role in shaping the narratives of «Days Gone By» by Abdulla 

Kadiriy and «Almost Heaven» by Judith McNaught, albeit in different cultural contexts and time 

periods. In «Days Gone By,» the portrayal of family values is deeply rooted in traditional Uzbek 

customs and beliefs. The novel highlights the importance of respect for elders, loyalty to family 

members, and the interconnectedness of individuals within a familial unit. The protagonist's 

actions are often guided by a sense of duty towards his family, showcasing the prioritization of 

family bonds above personal desires. The themes of sacrifice, honor, and filial piety are central 

to the narrative, emphasizing the enduring influence of family values on individual choices and 

relationships. 

In «Almost Heaven» explores family values through a contemporary lens, focusing on the 

complexities of modern relationships and societal expectations. The novel challenges traditional 

notions of family dynamics, presenting characters who navigate conflicting loyalties between 

familial obligations and personal aspirations. The female protagonist grapples with the 

expectations placed upon her by her family while striving to assert her independence and pursue 
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her own happiness. Through this exploration, the novel delves into themes of autonomy, self-

discovery, and the redefinition of familial bonds changing world. Both novels delve into the 

significance of family values, they do so from distinct perspectives shaped by their respective 

cultural contexts. «Days Gone By» celebrates traditional values and the enduring strength of 

familial ties, whereas «Almost Heaven» interrogates the evolving nature of family relationships 

in a modern society. Through these contrasting portrayals, both works offer valuable insights 

into the complexities of family dynamics and the enduring influence of familial values on 

individual lives. 

When it In «Days Gone By» by Abdulla Kadiriy, the female characters are depicted within the 

traditional Uzbek cultural context, where societal norms and gender roles play a significant role 

in shaping their experiences. The female characters in the novel often embody resilience, 

strength, and unwavering dedication to their families. They are portrayed as pillars of support 

within the household, upholding traditional values and contributing to the preservation of 

familial harmony. While their agency may be constrained by societal expectations, they exhibit a 

quiet determination and fortitude in navigating the challenges they face. The novel portrays the 

complexities of their inner lives, highlighting their emotional depth and the sacrifices they make 

for the well-being of their families. 

In «Almost Heaven» by Judith McNaught, the female characters are presented within a 

contemporary Western setting, where they grapple with issues of personal agency, independence, 

and self-discovery. The novel portrays multifaceted female characters who challenge traditional 

gender roles and societal expectations. The female protagonists navigate complex relationships, 

confront adversity, and strive to assert their autonomy in a world that often seeks to confine them 

to predefined roles. Their journeys are marked by resilience, ambition, and a quest for self-

empowerment, showcasing their ability to overcome obstacles and shape their destinies on their 

own terms. 

Overall, while the female characters in «Days Gone By» and «Almost Heaven» inhabit distinct 

cultural milieus and face different sets of challenges, both works offer nuanced portrayals of 

women who navigate the complexities of their respective environments with strength, resilience, 

and a steadfast commitment to shaping their own destinies. 
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