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Abstract: This article explores the contrasting approaches to character development in Judith 

McNaught's Regency romance, "Almost Heaven," and Abdulla Kadiri's historical novel, "Days 

Gone By." While McNaught employs archetypal characters and focuses on romantic 

relationships within the confines of societal expectations, Kadiri delves into the complexities of 

Uzbek society during a period of social change, presenting characters grappling with tradition, 

modernization, and political upheaval. By analyzing the distinct styles of characterization, 

description, and dialogue, the article highlights the influence of cultural context and genre 

conventions on literary representations of human experience. Ultimately, the comparison reveals 

the diverse ways authors utilize characters to explore themes, construct narratives, and reflect 

upon the social and cultural landscapes of their respective works. 
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The depiction of characters forms the core of any narrative, shaping the reader's understanding of 

the story's world and themes. Comparing Judith McNaught's "Almost Heaven" and Abdulla 

Kadiri's "Days Gone By" reveals fascinating contrasts in how characters are presented and 

developed, reflecting the distinct cultural contexts and literary styles of each work. 

"Almost Heaven" delves into the world of Regency England, where societal expectations and 

class distinctions heavily influence characterization. McNaught's protagonists, Elizabeth 

Cameron and Ian Thornton, are archetypal figures of the romance genre. Elizabeth embodies 

innocence and virtue, while Ian is the brooding, wealthy hero with a hidden compassionate side. 

Their interactions are charged with witty banter and passionate encounters, adhering to the 

genre's conventions. Supporting characters, such as the gossiping socialites and disapproving 

relatives, serve to highlight the societal pressures faced by the protagonists and often act as 

obstacles to their burgeoning love. 

"Days Gone By," on the other hand, offers a glimpse into the lives of ordinary people in 

Uzbekistan during the early 20th century. Kadiri's characters are deeply rooted in their cultural 

context, grappling with issues of tradition, modernization, and social change. Otabek, the 

protagonist, undergoes a transformative journey from a naive young man to a disillusioned 

revolutionary. His experiences expose the complexities of Uzbek society, with its patriarchal 

structures and growing resistance to colonial rule. Supporting characters, such as Otabek's 

conservative father and progressive friends, embody the conflicting ideologies of the time, 

adding depth and nuance to the narrative. 
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Elizabeth Cameron ("Almost Heaven"): 

Judith McNaught's descriptions of Elizabeth Cameron focus on her physical beauty and delicate 

features, aligning with the typical portrayal of female protagonists in Regency romance novels. 

She is often described as possessing an ethereal and innocent air, with large blue eyes, golden 

hair, and a slender figure. Her clothing is emphasized as being elegant and fashionable, reflecting 

her status as a member of the upper class. However, beyond her physical appearance, Elizabeth 

is also characterized by her intelligence, wit, and independent spirit, which sometimes clash with 

the societal expectations placed upon women of her time.  

"Her hair was the color of spun gold, and her eyes were a deep, clear blue that seemed to reflect 

the sky." 

"She was slender and graceful, with a delicate beauty that was almost ethereal." 

"Elizabeth possessed a sharp wit and a quick tongue, and she was not afraid to speak her mind." 

Kumush ("Days Gone By"): 

Abdulla Kadiri's portrayal of Kumush offers a stark contrast to the romanticized descriptions of 

Elizabeth. Kumush's physical appearance is not extensively detailed, reflecting the focus on 

inner struggles and societal issues within the novel. She is depicted as a young woman from a 

traditional Uzbek family, bound by the customs and expectations of her culture. Her 

characterization emphasizes her resilience, quiet strength, and unwavering loyalty to her family, 

especially to her husband, Otabek. 

Kumush's silent suffering and acceptance of her arranged marriage to Otabek demonstrate her 

obedience to tradition and family expectations. 

Despite her initial apprehension towards Otabek's progressive ideas, Kumush eventually 

supports his endeavors, showcasing her adaptability and willingness to embrace change. 

Kumush's unwavering loyalty and care for Otabek during his imprisonment highlight her 

strength and devotion. 

Contrasting Portrayals: 

The descriptions of Elizabeth and Kumush reflect the different priorities of their respective 

narratives. Elizabeth's characterization caters to the romantic ideals of the genre, emphasizing 

her beauty and desirability. Kumush's portrayal, however, prioritizes her inner strength and 

resilience within the context of a changing society, highlighting the complexities of her lived 

experience. 

Contrasting Styles: 

Characterization: McNaught utilizes familiar tropes and archetypes of the romance genre, 

focusing on the emotional development and romantic relationship of her protagonists. Kadiri's 

characters, while also experiencing personal growth, are more deeply intertwined with the socio-

political context of their time, reflecting on larger societal issues. 

Descriptions: "Almost Heaven" employs detailed descriptions of physical appearances and attire, 

emphasizing the elegance and opulence of the Regency era. "Days Gone By" prioritizes 

descriptions of actions, thoughts, and dialogue, offering insights into the characters' inner 

struggles and motivations. 

Dialogue: McNaught's characters engage in witty and playful banter, often masking their true 

feelings. Kadiri's characters engage in more direct and philosophical conversations, reflecting on 

their individual challenges and the changing world around them.  

The Significance of Cultural Context: 

The differences in character portrayal between the two novels highlight the influence of cultural 

context on literary styles. "Almost Heaven" caters to a Western audience familiar with the 
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conventions of the romance genre, focusing on individual desires and romantic fulfillment. 

"Days Gone By" delves into the complexities of a specific historical and cultural setting, 

presenting characters grappling with issues of identity, tradition, and social change.  

Conclusion: 

Examining the portrayal of characters in "Almost Heaven" and "Days Gone By" reveals the 

diverse ways authors utilize characterization to explore themes, build narratives, and reflect the 

social and cultural contexts of their works. By understanding these differences, readers can gain 

a deeper appreciation for the richness and complexity of storytelling across cultures and literary 

styles. 

References: 

1. https://ru.everand.com/book/328218731/Almost-Heaven-A-Novel 

2. Gadoyeva, Mavlyuda. "THE CONCEPT OF DESIRE ANALYSIS IN F. SCOTT 

FITZGERALD'S “THE GREAT GATSBY”." ЦЕНТР НАУЧНЫХ ПУБЛИКАЦИЙ (buxdu. 

uz) 47.47 (2024). 

3. Gadoyeva, Mavlyuda. "EXPRESSING DESIRE THROUGH LEXICAL ITEMS IN 

ENGLISH AND UZBEK LANGUAGES." ЦЕНТР НАУЧНЫХ ПУБЛИКАЦИЙ (buxdu. 

uz) 47.47 (2024). 

4. Gadoyeva, Mavlyuda. "LINGUOCULTURAL ANALYSIS OF IMPERATIVE MOOD IN 

UZBEK AND ENGLISH." ЦЕНТР НАУЧНЫХ ПУБЛИКАЦИЙ (buxdu. uz) 47.47 (2024). 

5. Akhunova, N. (2021). Comparative analysis of Indicative, Imperative and Subjunctive 

Moods in English and Uzbek languages . Журнал иностранных языков и лингвистики, 25-

30. извлечено от https://phys-tech.jdpu.uz/index.php/fll/article/view/562 

6. Usmonova, Z. (2021). Artistic functions of scientific terms in work (on the example of Ray 

Bradbury and Isaac Asimov). ЦЕНТР НАУЧНЫХ ПУБЛИКАЦИЙ (buxdu. uz), 5(5). 

7. Habibovna, U. Z. (2023). Rey Bredberining “Marsga Hujum” (“The Martian Chronicles”) 

Asari Tarjimasida Leksik Xususiyatlar. Miasto Przyszłości, 32, 354–357. Retrieved from 

https://miastoprzyszlosci.com.pl/index.php/mp/article/view/1166 

8. Usmonova, Z., & Quvvatova, D. (2021). The features of artistic functions in scientific 

fantasy (using the example of Ray Bradbury and Isaac Asimov’s works). ACADEMICIA: An 

International Multidisciplinary Research Journal. https://saarj. com, 11(3). 

9. Habibovna, U. Z., & Shukhratovna, K. N. (2023). Analysis of Feelings and Impressions of 

the Protagonist in the Work “Fahrenheit 451” by Ray Bradbury. INTERNATIONAL 

JOURNAL OF LANGUAGE LEARNING AND APPLIED LINGUISTICS, 2(4), 130-135. 

10. Usmonova, Z. X. (2018). THE ANALYSES OF ALLEGORIC CHARACTERS IN 

FAULKNER''S" A FABLE". Теория и практика современной науки, (5 (35)), 1012-1015. 

11. Usmonova, Z. H. (2021). T works of Ray Bradbury, Isa 2 (4), 499-503. 

12. Habibovna, U. Z., & Kamolovna, T. F. (2021). The Concept of Love in “Forty Rules of 

Love” By Elif Shafak. In International Conference on Multidisciplinary Research and 

Innovative Technologies (Vol. 2, pp. 124-125). 

13. Izomovich, R. Z., & Fazliddinovna, U. D. (2021, November). The Problems of Second 

Language Acquisition and Writing in Teaching English Language. In " ONLINE-

CONFERENCES" PLATFORM (pp. 229-233). 

14. Rasulov, Z. I., & Saidov, K. S. (2022). Linguistic Economy as an Inseparable Law of 

Language Evolution. Integration of Pragmalinguistics, Functional Translation Studies and 

Language Teaching Processes, 8–12. 

15. Расулов, З. И. (2017). Особенности позиционными типологик ва лингво 

маданиятшунослик ўрни. 56. Илмиймақ https://scholar. google. com/citations 

n_for_view= BMFYYzIAAAAJ.  

https://phys-tech.jdpu.uz/index.php/fll/article/view/562

