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Abstract: This article provides a brief overview of research on the theory of the word-formation
nest in linguistics, addresses the issue of semantic space and the vertices of the word-formation
nest. It also describes how the phenomenon of linguistic differentiation is reflected in the "Word-
formation dictionary of the Russian language"” by A.N. Tikhonov.

Keywords: word-formation nest, word-formation paradigm, word-formation chain, top of the
word-formation nest, linguistic differentiation, stylistic marks.

The problems of word formation related to the concept of a word-formation nest have been
studied by many famous linguists, such as I.V. Altman, E.L. Ginzburg, N.S. Dmitrieva, A.M.
Zaliznyak, G.S. Zenkov, M.Yu. Kazak, V.P. Konetskaya, A.G. Lykov, I.G. Miloslavsky, N.A.
Pavlenko, M.D. Stepanova, N.M. Shansky, K.S. Sharafiddinov, I.A. Shirshov, G.F. Yuldasheva,
M.N. Yantsenetskaya, etc.

Complex units of the word-formation nest, such as the word-formation paradigm and the word-
formation chain, were also actively studied (in the works of O.P. Ermakova, A.D. Zverev, L.G.
Zubkova, L.P. Klobukova, A.G. Ryzhkova, R.A. Ryasnyanskaya, G.I. Sysoeva, S.A. Tikhonov,
R.M. Shamilova, N.G. Yusupova and etc.).

The interest in such a complex phenomenon as a word-formation nest is due to many unresolved
problems in linguistics. These problems include the definition of the word-formation meaning,
the multiple motivation of the derivative word and the allocation of the basic unit of the word-
formation level of the language. It is important to study the active word-formation processes
taking place in modern Russian. In addition, the issues of complex analysis of word-formation
nests (taking into account their structure and content) are related to the use of the nest approach
in describing the word-formation system of the Russian language.

A word-formation nest is a linguistic construct in which all the elements are connected in a
certain way with the original word - the top of the nest. According to R.R. Ataeva, nests can be
single-vertex, multi-vertex, or contain unrealized vertices. In parts of speech, the tops of the
nests can be substantive, adjectival, verbal, adverbial, interjective [1, 33-45]. Word-formation
nests combine lexemes with a common component of meaning, which is transmitted by derived
words at different levels of word formation (common lexical meanings, variants of semantics,
semes). The root of the word acts as a material carrier of common lexical meanings and serves as
a base for expanding the word-formation nest.

Novichkova S.A., exploring the semantic space of the word-formation nest, notes the following:
"The specificity of the semantic space of a language can be determined in the process of
identifying the structure and principles of organization of fragments of this space” [3]. She writes
that each word in the word-formation nest has its own complex semantics, which affects the
overall meaning of the nest. The semantics of the vertex word determines the main semantic
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shades of the entire nest, taking into account also the variety of meanings of each derivative
word [3].

A.N. Tikhonov made a significant contribution to the study of word-formation nests, whose
theory formed the basis for the creation of the nest "Word-formation dictionary of the Russian
language".

One of the key tasks in the study of a word-formation nest is the analysis of nests in which the
vertices are combined into one lexico-semantic group, since the structural and semantic
characteristics of nests largely depend on the affiliation of the source words to certain groups
(according to A.N. Tikhonov).

A.N. Tikhonov was an outstanding linguist, the author of more than four hundred scientific
papers, including the two-volume "Word-formation Dictionary of the Russian language”. He was
also a talented educator and organizer of science. His research covered various fields of
linguistics, including lexicology, lexicography, word formation, morphology, phraseology,
methods of teaching Russian, Turkology and comparative language learning.

AN. Tikhonov was devoted to science, constantly striving for new discoveries, showed
dedication and hard work, took care of the development of scientific personnel. His theoretical
discoveries were quickly applied in practice due to the combination of deep theoretical thinking
and practical orientation. He felt a special responsibility to society, striving to make science
useful today, not tomorrow.

A.N. Tikhonov believed that dictionaries play a huge role in the development of national culture
and social progress. He attached special importance to the proper use of his native language,
since he considered it a public domain that required careful treatment. Dictionaries, according to
the scientist, are an invaluable tool for learning a language.

One of the significant contributions of A.N. Tikhonov to lexicography was the creation of nested
word-formation dictionaries. In 1978, the first "School Dictionary of the Russian language" was
released, which has already been reprinted five times. In 1985, the first large nested "Word-
formation Dictionary of the Russian language™ was published in two volumes. There are more
than 145,000 words in this dictionary, and it reveals the word-formation structure of derived
words, showing how they are formed on the basis of producing words and using word-formation
tools.

A.N. Tikhonov emphasized that the main unit of his dictionary is a word-formation nest, i.e. a set
of words that is characterized by a common root and has a semantic and material unity [4, 3-13].

At the top of the word-formation nests, there are necessarily source words that can be of different
parts of speech (nouns: acgarem, 6onm, keapmupa, momop, nepey, etc.; adjectives: zoromoil,
opeenuil, MoN000U, MenKkuil, ooduHaxoswlil, €tC.; verbs: eudemo, O6umo, umnposuzuposamo,
Mmensimu, etc.; service words: da, nem, air), and have options.

AN. Tikhonov notes: "Variants of the original words, the bases of which are used in parallel in
word formation (act as equal producers) and do not differ in the composition of derivatives, are
given side by side, in one (first) line. Moreover, if the options differ in usage and stylistic
properties, then the most commonly used, stylistically neutral of them usually comes first. If the
variants do not differ in usage and stylistic properties, then their order is free and does not
perform such a function™ [5, 9-10].

By linguistic differentiation, following O.l. Moskalskaya, we mean differences in language that
may be associated with additional information of the word, such as, for example, modern —
outdated, normative — profanity, neutral — bookish and under. In addition, according to O.l.
Moskalskaya, linguistic differentiation can occur on the basis of territorial characteristics, for
example: German national variant — Austrian national variant — Swiss national variant [2, 61].

The phenomenon of linguistic differentiation in the "Word-formation dictionary" is expressed
through stylistic litters (obsolete, regional, vernacular, etc.) and indicates the place and role of
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the word in this nest. They "indicate the position of the word in the synchronous system of word
formation and indicate the limitations imposed on it by the current (functioning) system. They
are provided with words that occupy the place assigned to them in the nest precisely because of
their stylistic inferiority” [5, 17]. For example:

repaHb BUHbETK(Q)

repaH-eB-blii  BUHBETOY-H-BII
repaH-Hj/eB-blii BUHBET, BUHBETA, OUtdated
repaHuyM, repanuii, outdated

As A.N. Tikhonov notes, stylistic marks have a "preventive function: they are designed to
prevent the possibility of misunderstanding the role of the word provided with them in
synchronous word formation™ [5, 17].

Here are some examples of linguistic differentiation identified in the "Word-formation dictionary
of the Russian language™ by A.N. Tikhonov: marked *“obsolete™ (sampywra — sampyxa, semep
— semp, konoc - knac), marked "'regional™ (kopuesamv — kopuums, KpoIUK — KPOIb, KYXapKa —
kyxapw), marked "'vernacular™ (zaz — 3ano, kyoa — kyoet, niemsannux — niemsu) and others.

Thus, the phenomenon of linguistic differentiation is an urgent problem in the theory of Russian
word formation, which requires further development.
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