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Differentiation of education is currently one of the key areas for updating higher education. This 

is determined by the role that differentiation plays in the implementation of the diversity of 

educational systems, the development of individualization of learning, abilities, cognitive 

activity of students, the normalization of their educational load, etc. Differentiation of the 

content of education and the teaching load, the process becomes “...a determining factor in its 

democratization and humanization, a means of establishing optimal relationships between the 

needs of society in the educational potential of its members and the personal orientation of each 

individual.”1  

Currently, in the pedagogical and psychological literature there is no single generally accepted 

definition of the concept of “differentiation of learning.” In the works of Yu.K. Babansky, M.A. 

Melnikova, N.M. Shakhmaeva, I.S. Yakimanskaya et al. interpret differentiation mainly as a 

special form of organizing teaching, taking into account the typological individual psychological 

characteristics of students and the special organization of communication between teachers and 

students. Differentiation is associated with such an organization of the educational process, 

which is characterized by variability in the content, methods and intensity of training (S. Zubov, 

L. N. Kalashnikova, T. P. Mikhievich, A. A. Popova, etc.)[41, 43, 45]. 

One of the first attempts to change the education system in order to increase its developmental 

effect for each student was made under the leadership of L.V. Zankova (1963). The main 

parameter for differentiation of learning and the basis for an individual approach to the child in 

this scientific school was the level of success in mastering educational material. This approach 

required significant changes in the organization of classroom teaching: the teacher’s 

simultaneous work with different groups of schoolchildren, the development of tasks of varying 

degrees of complexity for each lesson, and the use of different assessment criteria. A number of 

                                                           
1 Valiande, S., and Koutselini, M. I. (2009). (2009). “Application and evaluation of differentiation 

instruction in mixed ability classrooms,” Paper presented at the 4th Hellenic Observatory PhD 

Symposium (London: LSE, 25–26. 
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studies conducted at the scientific school of L.V. Zankov showed the feasibility of this form of 

differentiation of training. However, it is limited to only one parameter of children's differences 

and, probably, can to a certain extent satisfy the needs of an elementary school student in a 

comfortable position in the lesson and an accessible pace of assimilation of educational material. 

This is no longer enough for middle and high school students and their teachers [3]. 

The concept of educational differentiation is based on the fact that “differentiation is a 

determining factor in the democratization and humanization of the education system.” This paper 

formulates the main goals of education differentiation, defined from three positions: 

From a psychological and pedagogical point of view, the purpose of differentiation is the 

individualization of learning, based on the creation of optimal conditions for identifying 

inclinations, developing the interests and abilities of each student. 

Personalization goals: 

 taking into account individual differences for better implementation of learning goals 

common to all; 

 education of individuality in order to counteract the leveling of personality. 

The most important means of achieving the second goal is to provide students with choice. 

From a social point of view, the purpose of differentiation is a targeted impact on the formation 

of the creative, intellectual, professional potential of society, caused at the present stage of 

development of society by the desire for the most complete and rational use of resources [10 , 

24] 

From a didactic point of view, the goal of differentiation is to solve current problems of higher 

education by creating a new methodological system for differentiated training of students, based 

on a fundamentally different motivational basis. 

In the psychological, pedagogical, didactic and methodological literature, there are two main 

types of differentiation of the content of education: level and profile. 

The rapid growth of the volume of information in the modern world and the constant expansion 

of the scope of human activity make it impossible for every person to assimilate it in full. This 

leads to the need for his specialization in a certain area, and therefore the specialization of his 

training is now at the level of general education. Profile differentiation of the content of 

education is aimed at achieving this task [12, 40]. 

In modern pedagogy, the goal of profile differentiation of the content of education is defined “in 

the directed specialization of education in the field of sustainable interests, inclinations and 

abilities of students with the aim of maximizing their development in the chosen direction” [5, 

39, 42]. 

Profile differentiation of the content of education is associated with the possibility of maximizing 

the individuality, creative abilities and inclinations of the student’s personality, more effective 

and targeted preparation for continuing education in the chosen specialty and intended 

professional activity. 

Profile differentiation presupposes a conscious, voluntary choice by students of the direction of 

specialization of educational content, cognitive needs, abilities, as well as the achieved level 

based on knowledge and skills and professional intentions. This is closely related to the 

implementation of an individual approach in relation to individual groups of students [27, 30]. 

Therefore, solving the problem of differentiating the content of training plays a big role in the 

implementation of a student-centered training model. 

The personality-oriented learning model, currently being developed in a number of 

psychological, pedagogical, didactic and methodological studies, is aimed at developing the 
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mental abilities of students based on maximum consideration and use of the individual 

characteristics of their cognitive activity and thinking. To do this, the teacher can use: 

 selection of training content of the appropriate level, but not lower than the mandatory one 

established by the state standard; 

 a reasonable combination of differentiation and integration, development of a structure for 

students’ educational activities that maximizes their abilities, motivation and aspirations; 

strengthening schoolchildren’s experience of various types of activities - communicative, 

cognitive, labor, aesthetic, etc., 

considering that in this case there is an impact on all spheres of the personality: cognitive, 

volitional, socio-psychological, activity-practical; 

 creation of favorable conditions for the social environment. Thus, personality development is 

carried out through the implementation of the student’s activity, his independence and 

initiative. 

Profile differentiation in the organizational aspect involves the unification of students into 

relatively stable groups, where the educational process is carried out according to educational 

programs that differ in content and requirements for the level of students [5, 7]. 

The most important direction of profile differentiation of the content of education is the subject-

based study of scientific disciplines, the foundations of which are presented in higher education, 

in other words, the “subject-based” approach to differentiation. 

Profile differentiation of the content of education by subject area is currently quite widespread in 

the practice of higher educational institutions in various regions of the country. Modern concepts 

of higher education are based on the priority of the goals of education and the development of 

the student’s personality based on the formation of educational activities. It is important to create 

conditions so that every student can fully realize himself and become a real subject of learning, 

willing and able to learn. Education should be “variable depending on the individual 

characteristics of students.” One of the means of implementing an individual approach to 

students is differentiation of training. 

A differentiated educational process is considered one that is characterized by taking into 

account the typical individual differences of students [2, 29]. 

The teacher’s organization of intraclass differentiation includes several stages. 

1. Determination of the criterion on the basis of which groups of students are allocated for 

differentiated work. 

2. Carrying out diagnostics according to the selected criterion. 

3. Distribution of students into groups taking into account the diagnostic results. 

4. Selection of differentiation methods, development of multi-level tasks for created groups of 

students. 

5. Implementation of a differentiated approach to students at various stages of the lesson. 

6. Diagnostic monitoring of student work results, according to which the composition of groups 

and the nature of differentiated tasks can change. 

The successful development of cognitive activity and independence of students is possible when 

the educational process is organized as intensive intellectual activity of each child, taking into 

account his characteristics and capabilities; Only by knowing the needs, interests, level of 

training and cognitive characteristics of the student can one more fully use his role in mastering 

knowledge, skills and abilities, and developing abilities [8, 23, 32]. 

Using task differentiation allows the teacher to maximize knowledge acquisition by students 

with different levels of knowledge. 
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Differentiated training for students of each individual typological group allows us to achieve a 

higher level of development of attention, perception, memory and thinking of students. This 

increases the student’s activity in the lesson, his interest in the subject, and the desire for 

independent work. 
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