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Introduction 

Many authors have described the term phraseology differently. In foreign dictionaries, the 

phraseological term is only “inhaltleere Schönrednerei und Neigung dazu” - “irrational verbiage 

and a tendency towards it”
1
. Later in the dictionary “Großes Fremdwörterbuch” it was called 

“feste Wortverbindung, Redewendung” – “set expressions, idioms”
2
. 

The main part 

Phraseological units are represented by phraseological units, phraseological units, phrases and 

terms, and these phrases are considered only as phraseological units, says E.Agricola in the 

encyclopedia “Die deutsche Sprache”
3
, published with his partners. 

Linguist Georg Friedrich Sailer's research into the phraseology of the German language focused 

on “proverbs, pairwise combinations, as well as questions of their occurrence in the language, 

their sources, structural and semantic analysis”
4
 along with the stable combinations of the 

German language. In these studies, the scientist, in addition to the richest factual material, 

determined the definition of proverbs, based on a number of generalized valuable theoretical 

concepts that have not lost their meaning today. G.F.Seiler's research is aimed at clarifying 

phraseological units, their origin and lexicographic analysis. 

The famous German linguist Harald Bürger describes phraseological units as follows: “Idiom 

formation is understood as a general term that does not require explanation, or they represent 

only a chain of words not based on syntactic and semantic rules” - “solche Wortketten“, deren 

Zustandekommen nicht oder nicht nur Dueung von syntaktischen und semantischen Regeln 

erklärbar ist,”
5
 writes. 

In her book “Lexikologie der deutschen Gegenwartssprache” Thea Schippan explains FBs as “... 

die festen Einheiten aus mehr als aus einem Wort verstehen” – “stable units with content of more 

                                                            
1 Heyse Johann Christian. Allgemeines Verdeutschendes und erklärendes Fremdwörterbuch. Verlag: Siegfried 
Cronbach, - Berlin, 1879. S.839. 
2 Großes Fremdwörterbuch. Verlag: Buch und Zeit Verlagsgesellschaft, - Köln, 1991. – S. 446. 
3 Agricola.E, W-Fleisch, H.Protze. Unter Mitwirkung von W.Ebert. Die deutsche Sprache. Kleine Enzyklopädie in 
zwei Bänden. - Leipzig, 1969. - S. 1174. 
4 Agricola.E, W-Fleisch, H.Protze. Unter Mitwirkung von W.Ebert. Die deutsche Sprache. Kleine Enzyklopädie in 
zwei Bänden. - Leipzig, 1969. - S. 1174. 
5 Burger H. Idiomatik des Deutschen. - Tübingen, 1973. S. 145. 



 

29   Journal of Language, Literacy and Learning in STEM Education                                             www. grnjournal.us  

 

than one word”
6
. He put forward the opinion that the main area of the phraseological structure of 

a language is distinguished by reproduction (der Reproduktion), stability (der Festigkeit), 

lexicalization (der Lexikalisierung) and idiomization (der Idiomatizität). The scientist used 

phraseology as a general name and developed its detailed classification. 

In 1982, as a result of several years of research work in Zurich, the “Manual of Phraseology”
7
 by 

H.Burger, A.Buhofer, A.Sialm was published. It formulates research questions that have not lost 

their interesting aspect. In the “Phraseology of the Modern German Language”
8
 by W.Fleischer 

and the “Phraseological Directory”
9
 by G.Burger, A.Buchhofer, A.Zialm, published 

independently of each other, we are talking about phraseology that was widely used in the 

Middle Ages, and it describes various phraseological concepts. If W.Fleischer paid more 

attention to issues of lexicology and the theory of phraseology, then the sphere of use of 

phraseological units was the focus of attention in the manual of Burger, Buhofer, Sialm. 

V.Fleisher proposed various classifications of the phraseological composition of the language 

depending on the characteristics of phraseological units and research methods. “V.Fleischer 

evaluates lexemes and phraseological units as the main criterion for the formation of 

phraseology. For example, “Bausch und Bogen” - complete, “klip und klar” - “short and clear”
10

. 

He believes: “Semantic and semantic-structural stability, lexicalization of PU are the basis for 

the manifestation of the characteristics of a lexical unit in speech and text preparation.”
11

 

This work by W. Fleischer gave rise to large-scale research on phraseology in Germany. By the 

end of the 1980s, Germans and German-speaking populations of other countries had established 

close academic ties in phraseology research. Since then, interest in phraseology has grown 

rapidly, resulting in the publication of many scientific papers. 

A major role in solving general theoretical issues in the development of phraseology was played 

by conferences held in Mannheim in 1983 and in Zurich in 1987. Many such international 

conferences were held in collaboration between Slavic and German linguists, and issues related 

to phraseology were raised at them. Similar events were traditionally held in various European 

countries and became the basis for the creation of institutes for German and Slavic linguists. 

Under the influence of such activities, in 1999 the “European Society of Phraseologists” was 

founded and actively worked. 

Conclusion 

In 2003, H. Burger brought new views to the field of phraseology. In 2006, a new book entitled 

“Phraseology” was published from the “Handbook of Linguistics and Communication 

Sciences”
12

 series, written jointly by European linguists under the leadership of H. Burger. 
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