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Abstract 

Pragmatics is the study of language use in context. It is concerned with how people use language 

to communicate their intentions, beliefs, and emotions. Image-bearing stylistic devices are literary 

devices that create vivid and memorable images in the reader's mind. These devices can be used 

to evoke a wide range of associations and emotions, and they can be used to create a variety of 

effects in fiction. 
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INTRODUCTION 

 

 Pragmatics and image-bearing stylistic devices are closely related in a number of ways. 

First, both pragmatics and image-bearing stylistic devices are concerned with the use of language 

to communicate meaning. Pragmatics is concerned with how language is used to communicate 

intentions, beliefs, and emotions, while image-bearing stylistic devices are concerned with how 

language is used to create images. However, both disciplines are ultimately concerned with how 

language is used to convey meaning. 

Second, both pragmatics and image-bearing stylistic devices are context-dependent. The meaning 

of an utterance in pragmatics is determined by the context in which it is uttered, and the meaning 

of an image-bearing stylistic device is determined by the context in which it is used. For example, 

the meaning of the metaphor "She is a ray of sunshine" will vary depending on the context in 

which it is used. It might be used to describe a person who is bright and cheerful, or it might be 

used to describe a person who is annoying or overbearing. 

Third, both pragmatics and image-bearing stylistic devices can be used to create a variety of effects 

in discourse. Pragmatics can be used to create effects such as humor, irony, and sarcasm, and 

image-bearing stylistic devices can be used to create effects such as vividness, memorability, and 

impact. 

Finally, both pragmatics and image-bearing stylistic devices are essential for effective 

communication. Pragmatics helps us to understand how language is used to communicate meaning 

in context, and image-bearing stylistic devices help us to create vivid and memorable images that 

can convey meaning in a powerful way. 

Examples of the relationship between pragmatics and image-bearing stylistic devices should be 

thoroughly considered. 

Here are some examples of how pragmatics and image-bearing stylistic devices can be used 

together to create meaning: 
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A politician might use a metaphor to compare himself to a lion in order to convey the idea that he 

is strong and courageous. The metaphor is an image-bearing stylistic device that creates a vivid 

image in the reader's mind, and the pragmatic context of the utterance (i.e., the fact that it is being 

used by a politician to describe himself) helps to determine the meaning of the metaphor. 

A poet might use a simile to compare a woman to a rose in order to convey the idea that she is 

beautiful and delicate. The simile is an image-bearing stylistic device that creates a vivid image in 

the reader's mind, and the pragmatic context of the utterance (i.e., the fact that it is being used by 

a poet to describe a woman) helps to determine the meaning of the simile. 

A journalist might use hyperbole to exaggerate the importance of a story in order to grab the 

reader's attention. The hyperbole is an image-bearing stylistic device that creates a vivid image in 

the reader's mind, and the pragmatic context of the utterance (i.e., the fact that it is being used by 

a journalist to attract readers) helps to determine the meaning of the hyperbole. 

These are just a few examples of how pragmatics and image-bearing stylistic devices can be used 

together to create meaning. By understanding the relationship between these two disciplines, 

writers and speakers can use language more effectively to communicate their intended messages. 

The Use of Image-Bearing Stylistic Devices in Fiction 

Image-bearing stylistic devices are a powerful tool that can be used to create a variety of effects 

in fiction. Some of the most common uses of image-bearing stylistic devices in fiction include: 

To create vivid and memorable images: Image-bearing stylistic devices can be used to create vivid 

and memorable images in the reader's mind. These images can be used to set the scene, to introduce 

characters, or to create a mood or atmosphere. 

To evoke associations and emotions: Image-bearing stylistic devices can be used to evoke a wide 

range of associations and emotions in the reader. These devices can be used to create a sense of 

joy, sadness, fear, or anger. 

To develop character: Image-bearing stylistic devices can be used to develop character by 

revealing the characters' values, beliefs, and motivations. These devices can be used to show how 

characters think and feel, and to create a sense of empathy between the reader and the characters. 

Some of the most common image-bearing stylistic devices include: 

Metaphor: A metaphor is a figure of speech that compares two things that are not alike in order to 

make a point or to create an image. For example, we might say "She is a ray of sunshine" to 

compare a person to the sun in order to convey the idea that she is bright and cheerful. 

Simile: A simile is a figure of speech that compares two things that are not alike using the words 

"like" or "as." For example, we might say "She is as happy as a clam" to compare a person to a 

clam in order to convey the idea that she is very happy. 

Personification: Personification is a figure of speech that gives human qualities to non-human 

things. For example, we might say "The wind whispered through the trees" to give the wind human 

qualities in order to create a more vivid image. 

Hyperbole: Hyperbole is a figure of speech that exaggerates something for emphasis. For example, 

we might say "I'm so hungry I could eat a horse" to exaggerate our hunger in order to create a more 

humorous or dramatic effect. 

Symbolism: Symbolism is a figure of speech that uses an object or event to represent something 

else. For example, we might use the color red to symbolize love or danger. 

 

CONCLUSION 

 

These are just a few examples of the many image-bearing stylistic de vices that are available to 

writers. By understanding how to use these devices effectively, writers can create more vivid, 

memorable, and impactful stories. 

Image-bearing stylistic devices are a powerful tool that can be used to create a variety of effects 

in fiction. By understanding how to use these devices effectively, writers can create more engaging 

and impactful stories. 
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