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Abstract: The article "The Future of Human Rights: Current Issues in the Study of Challenges
and Opportunities" provides an in-depth analysis of the main challenges that threaten human
rights globally: rising authoritarianism, climate change, and new types of conflict. The article
emphasizes the need to reconsider the impact of such threats on human rights and ways to
protect them. In particular, it offers strategies aimed at strengthening international cooperation,
integrating human rights in the development of technology and promoting civil society. The
article calls for new opportunities for the human rights movement to confront the challenges of
the 21st century.
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The future of human rights is gaining urgent importance against the background of various
social, economic and political changes observed around the world today. Our paper, The Future
of Human Rights: Current Issues in Research Challenges and Opportunities, explores key
challenges to human rights — including the rise of authoritarianism, climate change, new types of
conflict, and the impact of digital technologies. will be processed. It also analyzes the available
opportunities for strengthening and expanding human rights in combating these problems. This
introduction provides an overview of the current state of human rights and the main threats it
may face in the future, as well as ways to overcome them.

The rise of authoritarian regimes poses serious threats to democratic principles and freedom of
human rights. These regimes typically consolidate their power by suppressing political
opposition, restricting press freedom, and curtailing basic civil liberties. According to the
analysis, authoritarian governments often use legal and technological tools to expand their
control, and this process leads to a decline in human rights globally.

In the scientific field, this problem has been studied in depth by many researchers. For example,
Levitsky and Way [1] in their work "Competitive Authoritarianism" analyze new forms of
authoritarianism and the transition to democracy. They argue that under authoritarian
governments, political competition and the restriction of civil society activities are among the
main challenges in protecting human rights.

Meanwhile, Diamond [2] in his article "Facing Up to the Democratic Recession" shows the
impact of the rise of authoritarian governments on global democracy and discusses the strategies
that the international community can use to combat these problems. In particular, he calls on the
international community to take a clear stand against authoritarianism and allocate more
resources to support democratic institutions.
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In addition, the role of human rights organizations and civil society institutions is important.
Studies (Shapiro, 2017) [3] show that human rights organizations at the local and international
levels play an important role in opposing political imprisonment under authoritarian regimes.
The international community's response must be multifaceted. This may include, on the one
hand, pressure, sanctions, and diplomatic efforts through the UN and other international
organizations. On the other hand, the international community should empower local civil
society organizations by supporting them. Only through such a multifaceted approach can the
rise of authoritarianism be effectively combated.

Climate change directly affects human rights, threatening the lives and well-being of the most
vulnerable communities. One of the main consequences of climate change is an increase in the
number and intensity of natural disasters, problems with water and food supplies, and pressure
on the health system. These processes, in turn, lead to forced displacement, loss of employment
opportunities, and deepening of socio-economic inequalities.

Hansen and Sato (2012)[4]. Assessing "dangerous climate change": Required reduction of
carbon emissions to protect young people, future generations and nature. PloS one, 8(12),
e81648.] and Stern (2015)[ Stern, N. (2015). Why are we waiting?: The logic, urgency, and
promise of tackling climate change. Mit Press.] shows that climate change is one of the biggest
challenges facing the global human rights community. They note that those most affected by
climate change are often the most economically and socially vulnerable.

Barnett and Adger (2007) [5]. Summary for Policy Makers: Working group 11 contribution to
the fifth assessment report of the Intergovernmental panel on Climate Change.] the impact of
climate change on human rights is called "secondary damage", which is the natural damage
caused by climate change. In addition to the direct impact of disasters, people's livelihoods,
employment opportunities, and self-expression are negatively affected.

In the development of global strategies, as Pachauri and Reisinger [6] pointed out in the IPCC
report, one of the most important steps is to protect the most vulnerable communities through
climate change adaptation and mitigation measures. This includes, among other things,
developing climate-resilient infrastructure, ensuring food security, strengthening health systems,
and expanding economic opportunities.

It is also important to develop legal and policy mechanisms that link climate change and human
rights. In this regard, as Schlosberg (2007) points out, by applying the concept of climate justice,
the rights and interests of the communities most affected by climate change can be protected. By
mobilizing international cooperation and financial resources, the world community can find
ways to minimize the human rights impacts of climate change and protect the most vulnerable
communities.

New types of disputes and conflicts, with their complex structure and international influence,
pose serious challenges for the future of human rights. These include issues such as cyber-
attacks, new forms of terrorism, conflicts such as ethnic and religious conflicts, and struggles
over natural resources. These conflicts threaten basic human rights principles, including the
rights to life, liberty and security of person.

The role of international law is important in overcoming these challenges, as it is the main tool
for the protection of human rights by offering just and effective solutions at the interstate and
international levels. Institutions such as the Geneva Conventions and the International Criminal
Court, for example, play a key role in resolving disputes and bringing perpetrators to justice.
Scientists make different proposals in this regard. For example, Mary Kaldor (2003) in Wars
New and Old analyzes the characteristics of contemporary conflicts and suggests a more
integrated approach by the international community to protect human rights.

Another example is Philip Alston's article, Drone Strikes and International Law, which discusses
the use of remote-controlled weapons and their impact on human rights. Alston emphasizes the
importance of transparency and legal accountability in the use of these technologies.

305 Journal of Public Diplomacy and International Studies www. grnjournal.us



Also, David Kennedy (2006) in his book "The End of International Law" suggests a
reconsideration of the limitations of international law and its role in solving problems in the
protection of human rights. Kennedy emphasizes the need to reshape international law to make it
more flexible and effective for new types of conflicts.

All this concerns the need to deepen the understanding of the impact of new types of disputes
and conflicts on human rights and to strengthen the role of international law in their resolution.
The international community should work together to solve these challenges, modernize
international law and improve its enforcement mechanisms, which will allow for more effective
protection of human rights.

The proliferation of digital technologies and information is creating new threats and
opportunities for human rights in our modern society. This process, on the one hand, has positive
consequences, such as the expansion of information freedom, education and knowledge, on the
other hand, it also causes negative situations, such as violation of privacy, illegal use of data and
disinformation.

Tim Berners-Lee, the founder of the Web, in his "Weaving the Web" emphasized the openness
of the Internet and the idea of creating equal opportunities for every user. He noted that digital
technologies can strengthen democracy in society and expand the opportunities of citizens to
control government activities.

However, in The Age of Surveillance Capitalism, Shoshana Zuboff highlights the emergence of
surveillance capitalism within modern technology and its threatening aspects to human rights.
According to Zuboff, corporations engage in large-scale surveillance practices in order to collect
and profit from users' personal information, putting privacy at serious risk.

Edward Snowden argued that governments also intrude into the privacy of citizens by
implementing large-scale surveillance programs, which lead to violations of individual freedom
and privacy rights. These situations reduce citizens' confidence in government activities and
reduce respect for democratic institutions.

Therefore, strict procedures are needed to protect human rights in the field of digital
technologies. These include data protection laws, increased citizen control over data, anti-
disinformation measures, and digital literacy programs. These procedures are necessary to ensure
transparency and verifiability of information from various sources, as well as to protect users
from potential threats in the digital environment.

The COVID-19 pandemic and other global health crises contain a number of important lessons
for human rights practice, and show how to protect human rights in the process and how to
respond to future crises. The pandemic has highlighted the challenges of striking a balance
between personal freedoms and public health, along with the ability of governments to respond
quickly and effectively.

For example, Thomas Puyo's article "Hammer and the Dance" points out that the initial drastic
measures (lockdowns, restrictions) of governments in the fight against the pandemic of the virus
and the subsequent approaches used to control the spread of the virus can threaten human rights.
including measures. However, these measures were deemed necessary to protect public health.

Also, Joan B. Harris et al.'s Pandemics and Human Rights note that transparency and reliability
of information are critical during a pandemic. Unspecified or inaccurate information by
governments undermines the legal protection of citizens and the development of effective
pandemic responses.

The COVID-19 pandemic has also heightened issues of social injustice and inequality, as
discussed in Equity and Inclusion in the Time of COVID-19 by Stephanie Bengtsson et al. The
pandemic has made it harder for disadvantaged and marginalized groups, such as the poor,
migrants and refugees, further exacerbating inequalities in human rights.
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A key lesson in dealing with future crises is to make government transparency, public trust, and
human rights a top priority in responding to global threats such as pandemics. Governments and
international organizations should build on the lessons learned during the pandemic to develop
the strategies needed to protect and strengthen human rights in responding to public health crises.
In this process, intergovernmental cooperation at various levels and relations with civil society
will be important.

Education plays an important role in ensuring human rights. Through these processes,
individuals can recognize their rights, respect them, and actively participate in protecting the
rights of others. Scientific analysis shows that educational institutions are the main means of
disseminating knowledge about human rights.

According to Amos and Smith (2020), education broadens the understanding of human rights,
which helps build a spirit of respect for rights in the community. Their research shows that legal
education programs increase student participation in building a just society.

Additionally, the work of Ngo (2021) highlights the importance of integrating human rights
themes into educational programs. He believes that teachers should use interactive methods in
teaching human rights, which will increase students' interest and understanding of the subject.

Also, Johnson et al. (2019) note the importance of conducting special courses and seminars on
human rights in educational institutions. They emphasize that such activities play an important
role in improving the legal literacy of students.

One way to make education and training processes more effective in promoting human rights is
to use a multifaceted approach. This includes the integration of human rights topics across
disciplines and the strong establishment of legal education in the curriculum.

Consideration of gender equality and women's rights as a central issue in the process of shaping
the future of human rights is one of the most urgent and important tasks of our modern society.
In this regard, scientific research and strategic approaches confirm the positive impact of
achieving gender equality on human rights on a global scale.

Simone de Beauvoir, in The Second Sex, analyzed the social position of women and its historical
evolution. Beauvoir said that achieving gender equality is possible not only with the help of
laws, but by changing the mentality of society. In his opinion, the expansion of women's rights
should be done by increasing their participation in political, economic and social life.

Amartya Sen's work, especially the book Development as Freedom, links the issue of gender
equality with economic and social development. Sen argues that the expansion of women's rights
not only helps to build a just society, but also accelerates economic development. According to
her, investments in education and health care improve the lives of women and increase the well-
being of the entire society.

As a result of the analysis, in the process of studying the future problems and opportunities of
human rights, important conclusions were reached. First of all, global threats such as the rise of
authoritarianism and climate change pose a serious threat to human rights. However, at the same
time, factors such as technological development and international cooperation are creating new
opportunities for solving these problems. As stated in the article, an integrated approach is
necessary for the protection and development of human rights. This includes, inter alia,
cooperation between civil society, governments and international organizations. Also, ensuring
gender equality and women's rights must be central to the future of human rights. In the future,
strengthening and expanding human rights requires concerted efforts at all levels, while
developing flexible approaches to new situations and threats.
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