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     Abstract: This article explores the United Nations' resolute actions in addressing poverty 

through the lens of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). With poverty persisting as a global 

challenge, the United Nations has embarked on a transformative journey to eradicate poverty in 

all its forms and dimensions by 2030. The article highlights the concerted efforts of the United 

Nations in mobilizing resources, fostering partnerships, and implementing comprehensive 

strategies to combat poverty. It examines key initiatives undertaken by the United Nations, such 

as poverty reduction programs, inclusive economic growth, social protection measures, and access 

to basic services, all aimed at uplifting the lives of the most vulnerable populations. Furthermore, 

the article delves into the United Nations' emphasis on promoting sustainable development and 

tackling the root causes of poverty, including inequality, lack of education, gender disparities, and 

inadequate access to healthcare. By analyzing the United Nations' commitment to the SDGs, this 

article showcases the organization's multifaceted approach to poverty eradication and highlights 

the importance of global collaboration in achieving sustainable and inclusive development for all. 

     Key words: United Nations, poverty eradication, Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), 

global collaboration, inclusive economic growth, social protection, access to basic services, 

inequality, education, gender disparities, healthcare, private sector, transformative journey. 

     Introduction  

     Poverty eradication has been a longstanding development priority, yet over 736 million people 

worldwide still live in extreme poverty despite global efforts. As one of the United Nations' 

Sustainable Development Goals, ending poverty in all its forms remains one of the most pressing 

sustainability challenges of our time. Since the Millennium Development Goals prioritized poverty 

reduction between 2000-2015, progress was made with over one billion lifted from extreme 

deprivation. However, the COVID-19 pandemic has reversed some of these gains.      This paper 

aims to review the ambitious actions taken by the UN system to decisively break the 

intergenerational cycle of poverty through implementing integrated solutions aligned with the 

2030 Agenda. An analysis of reports from key UN agencies including UNDP, UNICEF, ILO and 

academic literature since 2015 was conducted. The objectives are to assess poverty trends, evaluate 

coordinated policy interventions across sectors, and identify opportunities to accelerate poverty 

eradication through bolstered partnerships. Poverty is a multidimensional challenge requiring 

coordinated action across goals like ending hunger, achieving universal healthcare and education, 

providing livelihood opportunities, and building resilient infrastructure. This paper discusses the 
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UN's efforts to catalyze national poverty reduction strategies, finance projects empowering 

vulnerable communities, and leverage digital technologies for social protection. With poverty 

deeply intertwined with inequality and environmental crises, a systems approach is imperative to 

leave no one behind. 

     Methodology  

     The SDGs provide a comprehensive framework for addressing poverty reduction through 

various interrelated goals and targets. The paper by Sachs et al. (2019) [1] emphasizes the 

importance of six transformations to achieve the SDGs, which include poverty eradication as a 

central objective. These transformations involve areas such as education, health, energy, and 

sustainable consumption and production. The paper argues that achieving these transformations 

requires integrated approaches and collaboration among various stakeholders. Olalekan et al. 

(2019) [2] examined the importance of addressing basic needs such as access to clean water, which 

is a key aspect of poverty reduction. 

     United Nations’ Efforts and Impact towards Poverty Alleviation 

      The UN has played a crucial role in addressing poverty through its various initiatives and 

programs. According to Olalekan et al. (2019), the UN's actions have been aimed at achieving the 

SDGs, which include the eradication of poverty (p. 1). The UN's commitment to poverty 

alleviation is evident in its efforts to mobilize resources, foster international cooperation, and 

implement policy frameworks that promote sustainable development (Olalekan et al., 2019, p. 1). 

Research studies have examined the impact of the UN's actions on poverty reduction. For example, 

Olalekan et al. (2019) conducted a study on the water crisis in Nigeria and its solution in Bayelsa 

State. Although their research did not explicitly address the impact of the UN's actions, it 

highlighted the importance of addressing basic needs such as access to clean water, which is a key 

aspect of poverty reduction. This research finding indirectly emphasizes the significance of the 

UN's efforts in ensuring access to essential resources for impoverished communities. Furthermore, 

this paper has more academic analysis of the impact of UN actions on poverty reduction. The UN 

has taken significant steps to catalyze poverty reduction through an integrated approach aligned 

with the SDGs. Key actions include: Coordination, financing, data monitoring, digital inclusion. 

      As the lead coordinating body, the UN has strengthened policy coherence across specialized 

agencies through the UN Development Coordination Office. This has helped maximize synergies 

between sectors like agriculture, health, education which are critical for holistic poverty 

eradication (UN, 2020).  As the finance, trillions were mobilized through UN-backed initiatives 

like the International Finance Facility for Education to fund national programs empowering poor 

communities. Innovative financing mechanisms like green bonds and climate funds also support 

sustainable livelihood projects in developing nations (UNCDF, 2022). Data & Monitoring, 

Establishing the UN Statistical Commission and databases like the SDG Index has enhanced 

tracking of multi-dimensional poverty globally. This evidence guides more effective policymaking 

and ensures accountability towards leaving no one behind (UNSD, 2022). Digital Inclusion should 

be referred that digital public works programs in countries like India and Bangladesh have 

provided internet/skills training to millions, facilitating e-governance and financial inclusion 

critical for escaping poverty (ITU/UNDP, 2022). P 

      The role of the private sector in achieving the SDGs and reducing poverty is discussed in the 

paper by Scheyvens et al. (2016). [3] The paper acknowledges the potential for more sustainable 
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and responsible business practices to contribute to poverty reduction. However, it also highlights 

the limits to change and the need to move beyond "business as usual" approaches. The findings 

suggest that innovative partnerships between the private sector, civil society, and government are 

essential for effectively addressing poverty within the SDG framework. Literature identifies an 

important role for businesses and private capital in achieving the poverty and broader SDG targets 

through inclusive business models and responsible investment practices (UNGC, 2020; WBCSD, 

2021). Private sector growth has been instrumental in job creation and economic empowerment 

globally. However, traditional approaches often exacerbate inequalities with environmental and 

social externalities externalized (OECD, 2022). The UN has engaged companies through platforms 

like the Global Compact and Partnerships for SDGs to align core operations with sustainability. 

Guiding principles on human rights, labor standards and anti-corruption have fostered more ethical 

business conduct benefiting low-income groups (UNGC, 2022). Blended financing facilities 

leveraging public-private funds also support pro-poor enterprises and livelihood projects across 

sectors (UNCDF, 2021).  

      Empirical analysis shows inclusive businesses directly employing marginalized communities 

have lifted thousands out of poverty through dignified work and skills development (Dalberg, 

2021). For example, common facility centers established through multi-stakeholder partnerships 

improve farmers' access to inputs, credits and markets (IFC, 2022). While voluntary actions 

dominate currently, strengthened policy incentives and regulations may be needed to accelerate 

private sector alignment with poverty and climate goals by 2030 (UNEP, 2021). Data-driven 

impact assessments remain crucial to maximize poverty reduction outcomes over time. 

      While impacts vary by region depending on political commitment and resource availability, 

empirical studies show UN-supported cash transfers, healthcare expansion, job programs and 

disaster risk financing have meaningfully reduced poverty levels, income inequality and improved 

human development outcomes in numerous nations (UNU-WIDER, 2021). Sustained efforts are 

still needed to realize full SDG potential by 2030. 

     Overall, progress has been made but accelerated actions are still needed to achieve the goal of 

ending poverty by 2030. Some key points in the evaluation are: 

      Positive Impacts: 

- Coordinated multi-sectoral interventions leveraging public-private partnerships have empowered 

vulnerable communities and meaningfully reduced extreme poverty levels in numerous developing 

nations.  

- Social protection programs expanded through UN support like conditional cash transfers have 

improved food security and access to healthcare/education for the poor. 

- Greater policy coherence and prioritization of poverty at national/local levels influenced by the 

SDGs framework has catalyzed more holistic solutions. 

    Ongoing Challenges:   

- Persisting inequalities, conflicts and impacts of climate change continue obstructing poverty 

eradication in many least developed regions.   
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- Limited funding remains a bottleneck, with official development aid to the world's poorest 

countries declining in recent years. 

- Entrenched structural issues like gender disparities, lack of decent work and assets prevent 

sustainable escapes from poverty over the long-term. 

     Recommendations: 

- Poverty reduction must be accelerated to get on track for meeting the 2030 deadline, with bolder 

national strategies and intensified international cooperation. 

- Financing needs to be scaled up through innovative mechanisms and private sector responsibility.   

- A greater focus on root causes with disaggregated data is required to address multidimensional 

poverty and leave no one behind. 

- Adaptation to growing global risks must complement ongoing poverty-focused actions for 

resilience and sustainability. 

      While the existing research provides valuable insights into the UN's actions towards poverty 

alleviation, there are still knowledge gaps that need to be addressed. One potential future research 

direction is to examine the effectiveness of specific UN programs and initiatives in different 

regions and countries. This research could assess the outcomes of these programs, identify the 

factors that contribute to success or failure, and propose recommendations for improvement. 

Additionally, further research is needed to explore the role of partnerships and collaborations in 

the UN's efforts to break the chains of poverty. Investigating how cooperation between 

governments, non-governmental organizations, and local communities can enhance the 

effectiveness of poverty alleviation strategies would provide valuable insights for future policy 

development. Moreover, the impact of socio-cultural factors on poverty reduction should also be 

explored. Cultural beliefs, norms, and practices can influence the success of poverty alleviation 

efforts. Understanding these dynamics can help tailor interventions to specific cultural contexts 

and ensure their long-term sustainability. 

     Conclusion 

     The United Nations' bold actions towards the Sustainable Development Goals demonstrate its 

commitment to breaking the chains of poverty. While research findings indirectly highlight the 

impact of the UN's efforts, there is a need for further investigation into the effectiveness of specific 

programs, the role of partnerships, and the influence of socio-cultural factors. By addressing these 

knowledge gaps, future research can contribute to more targeted and successful poverty alleviation 

strategies. 
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